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Jordan’s water supply increased 

AMMAN (J.T.) — H» large quantities of rain which fell 
mrougboot the country this season have increased the country’s 
storage of water for irrigation and drinking and also raise 
tor a good harvest this year, Jordanian officials said. The Water 
Anmonty of Jordan (WAJ) President Mohammad Saleh A! 
Keiiam told me Jordan Television on' Wednesday that the water 
level has increased in the wells and water basins and that water 
increased by four folds since September in the springs, which are a 
major source of drinking water. He added that the rain for this 
season win help the WAJ achieve its goals for thK year. The rains 
also benefitted the storage at artesian weDs used for irrigation by 
' Joroan Valley Authority (JVA) President 

Mimther Haddadin also said that the rain which fell this season 
has raised the dam's storage of water by four folds- 
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Crown Prince pays condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Wednesday paid his condolences in two separate visits to the 
families of the late Sa’ad Ahmad Jamous and the late Norair 
Butros Saifcis Karakasbian who were killed during the aborted 
hijack attempt on an Iraqi aiiiiner on Dec. 25. The two Jordanian 
victims were flown to Amman from Iraq on Monday, 10 days after 
the Iraqi Aiiways Boeing 737 crashed near the runway of Arar 
Airport in Saudi Arabia. 67 passengers including 2 hijackers were 
killed during the hijack attempt and subsequent crash. All the 
injured passengers and the remains of the victims were sent to 
Baghdad upon Iraq's request. 
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Moscow in new call 
for Mideast 
conference 

MOSCOW (R) - The Soviet 

Union Wednesday called a gain for 

a new international conference to 
discuss ways towards a peace 
settlement in the Middle East. 
Yuli Vorontsov, a first deputy 
foreign minister, told a news 
conference that any discussions of 
a peace settlement m the area 
must involve representatives from 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Israel 
Mr. Vorontsov also delivered a 
Foreign Ministry statement 
welcoming moves by the United 
Nations to set up a preparatory 
committee to consider calling a 
peace conference. 

1 killed in 
Beirut ‘camps war’ 

BEIRUT (R) — One person was 
killed and five were wounded in 
battles between Shfitc Muslim 
Amal mffitiamen and Pales tinian 
commandos around Beirut 
refugee camps, security sources 
said. The sound of mortar 
explosions echoed across the 
Lebanese capital and fighters 
exchanged artillery and rocket fire 
in the alleyways around the 
Palestinian camps of Bonij Ai 
Barajneh and Shatfla. Atleast 700 
people have been killed in three 
months of battles for control of 
'five Palestinian camps 

‘Gulf states could 
not deter attack’ 

CAIRO (R) — The oombined 
forces of Gulf Arab states could 
not deter an attack on thejegion 
but could only absorb a first strike, 
Oman's brad of state, Sultan 
Qaboos Urn Said, said in an 
interview published Wednesday. 
‘"Frankly, it will be an 
exaggeration if I say that the 
abilities of Gulf states are enough 
to deter impending or possible 
dangers. It would be enough at 
this stage to be able with oar own 
resources to absorb the first 
strike ” he told the editor of the 
Cairo weekly AI Mussawar. 

Brunei funds for 
contras ‘mislaid’ 

NEW YORK (R) — The US. 
State Department has lost track of 
510 million solicited from die 
Sultan of Brunei for non-lethal aid 
to Nicaraguan rebels and has no 
idea how foe money was spent, the 
New York Times reported 
Wednesday. The newspaper, 
quoting what it said was a secret 
Senate report, said some 
congressional investigators 
believe the money may have been 
used to underwrite arms sales to 
Iran or to buy weapons for the 
rebels, known as contras. Sultan 
Sir Muda Hassanal Bo Uriah of 
Brunei was told the money would 
be used for humanitarian 
assistance, the Times said. 

Mozambican rebels 
kill 8, kidnap others 

MAPUTO (R) — Mozambican 
rebels killed eight people, 
kidnapped several others and 
wrecked an electricity generator 
and a hospital in an attack on the 
northern town of Afonapo on 
Friday, Mozambique's official 
news age'ncy AIM said 
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2 more SLA militiamen 
killed in clashes as 
rockets hit Israeli town 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Two Israel-allied 
militiamen were killed Wednesday and three 
others were wounded when unidentified 
commandos attacked two militia positions in 
South Lebanon, while several rockets hit 
Israeli settlements in the north, reports from 
Israel said. 


The deaths brought to 13 the 
number of militia me n of die South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) killed in 
week-long attacks. 

Israeli sources said an 
unspecified number of militia men 
w,ere taken captive in 
Wednesday’s attack. 

The attacks took place at Jabal 
Safi north of the 
Israeli -designated security zone, a 
10-to-16 kilometre-wide area 
controlled by the estimated 1 ,500 
men of the South Lebanon Army, 
backed by about 1,000 - Israeli 
sokliers. 

The militia is also stationed 
around the area of the Christian 
town of Jezzine, 20 k Dome ties 
north of the security zone, where 
the latest attack occurred. 

The Israeli sources said the two 
militia positions were defended by 
up to 20 militiame n. Dozens of 
attackers stormed the 
fortifications but failed to overrun 
them, the sources claimed, 
speaking on condition of 


anonymity. 

On Tuesday, Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin pledged Israeli 
support for the South Lebanon 
Army militia, describing it as an 
integral part of Israel's security 
strategy. 

Iu another development, 
several Soviet-designed Katyusha 
rockets were fired from South 
Lebanon into northern Israel, the 
military command said. 

In Cairo*, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
said Wednesday its commando s 
fired rockets into northern Israel 
Tuesday night and some Israelis 
were wounded in the attack. 

The Palestinian News Agency. 
WAFA, said: “Acting on 
instructions, the unit of Martyr 
Kama! Adwan fired heavy rockets 
on the northern Galilee. 

“All the rockets hit their targets 
and fires were seen in the area 
while the enemy suffered a 
number of wounded.” 

A rocket fired from southern 


Lebanon Tuesday night damaged 
a buQding in Israel but military 
censors did not allow reporters to 
give the location or nature of the 
building for security reasons. 

The 122mm rockets caused 
only slight damage, said an Israeli 
military source who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. The 
Israeli army fired back at the 
presumed launching positions, he 
said. 

It was the first Katyusha attack 
since Nov. 18 when several such 
rockets were fired into northern 
IsraeL 

The rocketing followed 
stepped-up commando attacks 
against Israeli forces and their 
allies in South Lebanon over the 
past week. 

On Sunday Israeli helicopter 
gunships strafed positions of 
Iranian-backed Shfite Muslim 
militias, killing at least three 
people. On Monday Israeli troops 
conducted a search operation 
after four Israeli -allied Lebanese 
militiamen were killed in a 
commando bombing. 

Lebanese sources claimed a 
second Israeli air raid took place 
Monday on positions of 
HizboUan, or Party of God, but 
Israel denied it. 

Mr. Rabin warned Hizbollah 
that if it persisted in attacking the 
militia, Israel would increase its 
involvement in the security zone. 



Chamoun escapes car bomb attack; 
3 guards, 4 pedestrians die in blast 


BEIRUT (R) - Former 
President Camille Chamoun, a 
.hardline opponent of Syrian 
influence in Lebanon, escaped a 
car bomb attack in mainly 
Christian east Beirut Wednesday 
which killed seven people, police 
said. 

Mr. Chamoun, 86. was slightly 
wounded in the hand by a 
75-kflogrannne bomb detonated 
by remote control as his 
four-vehicle motorcade passed 
through the Nahr district. 

The blast missed Mr. 
Chamoun’ s armoured black 
Mercedes at the the head of the. 
convoy, but caught the second car, 
instantly killing three of his 
bodyguards. 

Four passexs-by were also killed 
and 40 people injured, police said, 
with a number apparently badly 
hurt 

Mr. Chamoun, finance and 
housing minis ter in Lebanon’s , 
“national unity” government, has. 
now survived five attempts on his 
life during a long political career. 
He was president from 1952 to 
1958. 


French jets 
‘knock out* 
Libyan 
radar 
in Chad 

PARIS (R) — French air force 
plan es in Chad “knocked out” 
Libyan radar installations 
Wednesday at Ouadi Doom north 
of the 16tn parallel dividing line, 
the Defence Ministry announced. 

A terse oommumqae reported 
the response following a L&yan 
bombing raid south of the “red 
fine” last Sunday which Chad said 
had killed four people but which 
French Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac Tuesday night compared to 
“an insect bite.” 

The communique said the 
French deterrent forte’ ‘at midday 
on Jan. 7 neutralised radar 
jne tHffariowg at the Ouadi Doum 
militar y base in northern Chad 
occupied by Libyan forces.” 
Ouadi Doum was previously 
bombed by French aircraft last 
Feb. 15, before the recent new 
flareup in Chad. 

The French-backed army of 
President HisseneHabre is trying 
to drive Libyan forces from tire 
north of the country with the aid of 
former Libyan-supported rebels. 

A Soviet-built bomber, said by. 
the French to be Libyan but which 
Trpofi banned was piloted fay 

(Coofamed on page 3) 


No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the latest attack. 

“Criminals have tried for the 
fourth or fifth time to assassinate 
me and kill innocent people, but 
they have failed," the 
white-haired Chamoun told 
Falangst Voice of Lebanon radio. 

“God and our lady protected 
me.” 

He spoke before his discharge 
from east Beirut’s Hotel Dieu 
Hospital, where he was treated for 
tiie hand wound and visited by 
current President Amin Gemayel, 
also a Christian. 

Mr. Oramoun said he lad been 
planning to see Mr. Gemayel later 
in the day to express approval of a 
new year speech in which Mr. 
Gemayel appealed for national 
unity and raid the only hope of 
ending 12 years of dvi] war lay in 
guaranteeing the rights of 
Lebanon's various religious 
communities. 

Over the past few days 
emissaries from Mr. Gemayel 
have been discussing a possible 
reconciliation meeting with Syrian 
leader Hafez AI Assad in 


Damascus. 

The two leaders have been at 
odds for a year since Mr. Gemayel 
rejected a Syrian-backed peace 
pact for Lebanon signed by the 
country's main Falangist and 
opposition militias. 

The pact, bitterly opposed by 
Mr. chamoun, would have 
re-distributed political power at 
tiie expense of the Falangists and 
enshrined a greater Syrian role in 
Lebanese affairs. 

Wednesday's car bond) was the 
first in Lebanon this year. Some 
185 people were killed in such 
attacks in 1986. 

A mushroom cloud of white 
smoke rose a moment before the 
dull explosion shook buildings 
several kilometres away, a witness 
said. Black smoke then curled 
over rooftops as crowds gathered, 
gazing towards the scene of the 
blast. 

Scores of Lebanese army 
soldiers and Falangist militiamen 
sealed off the area. 

About a dozen cars were set 

(Continued on page 3) 
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King 

receives 

Murphy 

By Sa'ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 

Hussein Wednesday received U.S. 

Middle East envoy Richard 
Murphy and reiterated to him 
Jordan’s stand that the only 
possible forum towards a 
negotiated settlement for the 
Palestinian problem is through 
convening an international peace 
conference. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, which reported the 
meeting, said Jordan remained 
committed to convening an 
international peace conference on 
the Middle East as the only valid 
way to arrive at a durable 
settlement to the conflict. Such a 
conference should be attended by 
all parties involved in the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and the 
five member states of the United 
Nations Security Council. Petra 
quoted the King as saying. 

Petra gave no further details on 
Mr. Murphy’s audience with the 
King which included a working 
luncheon. The talks were attended 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Prime Minster 
Zaid Rifai, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan AI Qasern. Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ibn 
Zaid. Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

On the American side. US. 
Ambassador to Jordan Paul 
Boeker and members of the 
delegation accompanying the U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of Slate for 
Middle East and Near East Affairs 
attended. 

Earlier on Wednesday, Mr. 
Rifai and the US. envoy held a 
round of talks that lasted nearly 
three hours at the Prime Ministry. 
Contents of the talks were not 
known, but the meeting was 
attended by Mr. Qasern and Mr. 
Boeker. 

A source close to the talks was 
quoted by the Associated Press as 
saying there was “a good 
atmosphere” at the two-hour 
meeting between the King and 

(Contained on page 3) 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is sworn in as (be Regent prior to His Majesty King Hussein’s 
departure to Baghdad Wednesday (Petra photo) 

King iussein arrives in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (Petra) - His 
Majesty King Hussein arrived in 
Baghdad Wednesday evening for 
a visit to Iraq and talks with 
President Saddam Hussein. 

He was met upon arrival by the 
Iraqi president and senior Iraqi 
officials. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra said that the visit was within 
the framework of con sulta non and 
coordination between the 
leaderships of Jordan and Iraq on 


Petrol bomb 
thrown at 
Israeli guard 
in Jenin 


issues pertaining to current Arab 
affairs, the I ran -Iraq war and 
Jordanian- Iraqi cooperation. 

Upon his departure, the King 
was seen off by His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
King's personal representative. 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. Speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad AI 
Lawzi, Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Jbn Zaid. cabinet members. 


senior officials and high ranking 
army officers. 

The King is accompanied by 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. Chief 
of the Royal Court Marwan AI 
Qasern. Armed Forces 
Commander- in -Chief Gen. Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and Iraq's 
Ambassador to Jordan Jassem 
GhafelJassem Hussein. 

Before the King's departure 
Prince Hassan was sworn in as the 
Regent. 


Shamir rejects exchange 
of Arab land for peace 


TEL AVIV (R) - A petrol 
bomb was thrown at an Israeli 
guard in a bus parking place in 
Jenin on the occupied West Bank, 
security sources have said. It 
ignited but caused no damage or 
injuries. Security forces 
conducted searches in the area 
and detained several residents, the 
sources raid. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir has said Israel 
would refuse to exchange for 
peace the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and would not give 
up“onegramof its rights.” Israeli 
television reported. 

It quoted Mr. Shamir as telling 
veteran members of the 
right-wing Jabotinsky Movement 
that Israel's Labour Party was to 
blame for a “leftist tendency to 
make territorial concessions on 
Israeli land.” 

Mr. Shamir's hardline Likud 
Bloc and Foreign MinistcrShimon 
Peres' Labour Party are coalition 


partners in a shaky nine-party 
national unity government. 

The two leaders swapped posts 
in October under a power-sharing 
pact signed after inconclusive 
1984 elections. 

Mr. Peres advocates returning 
most of the West Bank and all of 
the Gaza Strip in exchange for 
peace. Both areas were occupied 
by Israel in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

An estimated 60,000 Jewish 
settlers five in the West Bank and 
Gaza, home to 13 million 
Palestinians. 


Israel seeks international 
adoption of refugee camps 


GCC pledges to work 
for OIC summit success 


Iranian gunboat hits 
Japanese tanker in Gulf 

TOKYO (Agencies) — A Kaiun Kaisha Cbmpany and is on 
Japanese oD ranke r was hit tty an charter for Cosmo Oil of Japan, 
Iranian missile in the Gulf the sources said. It left Kuwait on 
Tuesday in the first Iranian attack Sunday after loading ofi there, 
on a Japanese vessel in the The sources said the attack was 

six-year-old Gulf war, shipping the first by Iran on a 
sources said here Wednesday. Japanese-registered vessel. 

A missil e fired by an Iranian The attack prompted 
gunboat hit the Japanese-owned speculation that Iran may have 
Cbsmo Jupiter about 12 miles o£F decided to* attack foreign ships 
the Hamnyah oil terminal in the calfingat Kuwait, the sources said. 
United Arab Emirates, they said. But they added the attack might 

No injuries were reported and well have been a mistake in view 
the 238,770 tonne tanker, built of good diplomatic relations 
last year, is now sailing out of the 'between Japan and Iran, 
strategic waterway, they said. 

The ship is owned by the Siinwa (Continued on page 3) 


TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) - 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
is calling on Western nations to 
provide funding for Palestinian 
refugee camps in occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, a ministry 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

“Instead of the Western nations 
giving advice on bow to improve 
standards of living in the refugee 
camps, each nation should adopta 
camp and support it financially,'’ 
the spokesman quoted Mr. Rabin 
as saying during a recent tour of 
Gaza. 

The spokesman told the 
Associated Press that Israel has 
not made a specific request to any 
nation “but the offer is opeu.” 

About half of the 1.4 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip live in 28 refugee 
camps which are financed by the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine refugees 
(UNRWA). Many of the camps 
are without running water, sewage 
systems, electricity or roads. 

During a visit this week to 
Gaza's Shati Camp, where some 
20,000 refugees live. New York’s 
Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Cardinal John O’Connor said. 


“I’ve been to refugee camps in 
many parts of the world. This is as 
bad as Tve ever seen.” 

Earlier the cardinal said Israel 
was not doing enough to resolve 
the refugee problem but "I think it 
would be naive and unfair to place 
responsibility just on IsraeL" 
Palestinian refugee camps were 
set up in Jordan, Egypt. Lebanon 
and Syria after an exodus of 
Palestin ians after the 1 948 
Arab-lsraeli war. 

Some of those camps were 
ocr ■’■fed by Israel during the 1967 
Mkiule East war. 

The UNRWA budget for 
Palestinian refugee camps in the 
occupied territories and the Arab 
countries was S191 mflfion in 
1986. 

Despite a 5 per cent increase in 
funding from 1 985, this figure was 
still S14 million short of the 
minimum budget requirements, 
-according to figures provided by 
agency Commissioner-General 
Giorgio GiaoomeUr last year. 

With more than 2 million 
refugees throughout the Middle 
East, the budget allows for less 
than S90 per person per year. 


China, (Vietnam blame each 
other for border fighting 


Congress grapples with 
Iran affair, budget dispute 


BANGKOK (R) — China and 
Vietnam said Wednesday fighting 
broke out this week along their 
tense border and Hanoi reported 
500 Chinese troops died in die 
battle. 

Officials in Peking said Chinese 
border guards made “forceful 
counter-attacks” against 
Vietnamese troops in the past few 
days but gave no casualty figures. 

Vietnamese Radio, monitored 
here Tuesday, said Hanofs troops 
decimated a Chinese army 
division which tried to seize four 
hiffc in Vietnam’s northernmost 


Ha Ttiyea province on Monday. 
Hanoi sard almost 500 


were killed and die attacks in Vi 
Xuyen district were quickly 
repulsed. 

Diplomats- said they could not 
confirm Hanoi's casualty figures 
and Qiinese officials dismissed 
them as boasting. 

The diplomats said both sides 
tended to exaggerate reports of 
border fighting. 

There have been frequent 
dashes between them since China 
thrust briefly into six Vietnamese 
border provinces in 1979 to 
punish Hanoi for overrunning 
Kampuchea the previous year. 

(Con famed on page 3) 


WASHINGTON (R) - The US. 
Congress is gearing for a double 
duel with President Reagan — 
investigations of the Iran anas 
scandal and battles over his 
trillion -dollar budget. 

As the 100th Congress opened 
its second meeting Wednesday, 
the House of Representatives was 
set to approve an investigation of 
the Iran affair by a special 
committee. 

The Senate gave its approval to 
asinilar committee Tuesday. The 
two panels plan simultaneous 
hea rings starting next month and 
due to last at least into die 
summer. 

The congressional session 
opened with both houses under 
control of the opposition 


Democrats for the first time since 
Mr. Reagan took Office six years 
ago. 

The Senate Budget Committfe 
Wednesday began the first round 
of hearings into die president’s 
budget for the financial year 
beginning next Oct. 1, with 
Democrats already charg in g the 
projected 5108 bSfion deceit is at 
least $27 bilfion too low. 

Senate Budget Committee 
Chairman Lawton Chiles said the 
Reagan figure was “fEm flam" 
based on exaggerated economic 
assumptions. 

The Democrats have called on 
Mfr. Reagan to sit down with them 
to discuss a budget that would 
lower the deficit and make 
possible a balanced budget. 


BAHRAIN (R) - Gulf Arab 
countries pledged Wednesday to 
work for the success of an Islamic 
summit due to be held in Kuwait 
this month, but a senior Iranian 
envoy said Tehran expected the 
’meeting to be called off. 

Iran wants the 46-member 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to postpone 
the Jan. 26 meeting and change its 
venue, saying Kuwait is not 
neutral in the Irao-Iraq war and its 
proximity to the battlefront makes 
it a dangerous place. 

Both Iran and Iraq belong to the 
Jeddah-based organisation, which 
is to discuss fresh proposals to end 
the war. now in its seventh year. 
Iran says no peace is possible with 
the present Iraqi leadership. 

In Kuwait, Hanni Hassan, an 
adviser to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat now in Baghdad, 
told journalists: “We know Iran is 
preparing a new assault on Iraq on 
the 15th of this month.” 

Iraq ‘to destroy 
if Basra shelled 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein said 
Wednesday that entire Iranian 
cities would be destroyed from the 
air if the Iranians continued to 
bombard ' Iraq's southern port 
of Basra. 

He told a group of officers he 
decorated for their roles in 
stopping an Iranian ground 
offensive at the end of last year: 

“If they dare to hit Basra again, 
we will destroy their cities over 
their heads. 

“He who hits the people of 
Basra with a mortar bomb should 
know that you (the officers) are 
ordered to destroy their cities over 
their heads with your missiles, air 
force et cetera.” 

He said Iraq had patiently 
endured the shelling of Basra for 
more than six months. 

Dozens of civilians were 
reported kilted in Basra last year 
in long-range shelling the Iranians 
say was in reprisal for Iraqi air 
attacks cm some of their own 


But Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI Sabah 
said Kuwait's Gulf allies would 
“begin contacts with Islamic 
countries to guarantee the success 
of the conference." 

He was speaking on his return 
from Riyadh where foreign 
ministers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), grouping Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), pledged their 
countries would attend the 
summit. 

Pakistan, proposed by Iran as 
an alternative venue, said 
Wednesday it would also attend 
the Kuwait summit. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
in Islamabad noted die venue 
could only be changed by a 
two-thirds majority and said 
Foreign Minister Shabzada Yaqub 
Khan would visit Tehran on 

(Continued on page 3) 

’ Iranian cities 
again 

residential areas. 

Iraq insists it has not yet 
attacked residential areas of 
Iranian cities, saying its airattacks 
have so far been aimed only at 
military and economic targets. 

“The political leadership has 
decided to lift its restraints from 
the Iraqi army and people from 
this nwment and they are free to 
take their rights into their own 
hands," President Hussein said 
Wednesday. 

He echoed remarks by Defence 
Minister General Adnan 
Kheirullah, who said on Dec. 30 
that Iraqi warplanes would raid 
Iranian cities in force if Iran 
continued to shell residential 
areas in Iraq. 

“We cannot see our people die 
and stay idle...” the general told a 
news conference. “If they 
continue attacking our cities, each 
and every city m Iran will be 
attacked with 100 planes 
simultaneously." 
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Khartoum wants u.s. 
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CAIRO (R) — A Sudanese cabinet minister said accordan 
after talks with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak Israeli -Egyptia 
Wednesday that Khartoum had a genuine desire to ^ 
boost relations with Cairo, after two years of representatives 
coolness. <*» Multk 
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U.S. soldiers take up 
observation job in Tab; 


But Industry Minister Mubarak 
Ai Mahdi appeared to rule out a 
visit to Egypt by Prime Minister 
Sadeq AI Mahdi until the Nile 
basin neighbours have signed a 
proposed "brotherhood charter,” 
to replace a 1982 integration pact' 
abrogated by Sudan in 1985. 

Callin g Hk two hours of talks 
with Mr. Mubarak "trank,” the' 
minister told reporters he had 
conveyed the Khartoum 
government's "strong desire to 
deepen relations on a sound basis 
and to lay down a framework and 
a working formula for 
Egyptian-Sudanese ties.” 

The minister, the first of Prime 
Minister Mahdi’s Umma Party to 
pay an official visit to Egypt since 
the present coalition government 
took office in Khartoum last May. 
said he had also delivered a 
message from Mr. Mahdi to Mr. 
Mubarak. 

“The message deals with the 
course of relations and the 
planning for their future and how 
to put them in a correct context 
which overcomes problems of die 
past” he said. 

Historic ties between the two 
countries have been strained since 

Press institute 

denounces 

Israel 

LONDON (AP) - The 
International Press Institute has 
condemned ‘the Israeli 
government for expelling the 
editor of the Arabic-language AI 
Shaab newspaper in Jerusalem. 

Akram Haniyeh, 33, was 
deported Dec. 28 following 
accusations that he was a top 
official of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Mr. Haniyeh denied the 
accusations that he was a top 
official of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Peter Galfiner, director of the 
International Press Institute, 
which had taken up Mr. Haniyeh’s " 
case with the Israeli government, 
called his deportation a 
“deplorable” act. 


Egyptian ally Jaafar Numeiri was 
ousted from the presidency of 
Sudan in a 1985 amp. 

Mr. Mubarak granted Mr. 
Numeiri asylum and rejected 
repeated appeals from Khartoum 
for hk extradition to stand trial on 
corruption and other charges. 

Khartoum responded by 
abrogating die 1982 pact, once 
envisaged as a prelude to union, 
saying it had been concluded in 
the absence of democracy and 
popular participation in Sudan. 

Ties were also strained by an 
improvement in links between 
Sudan and Libya — at sharp 
political odds with Egypt since the 
1970s — and calls by some 
Sudanese politicians for the 
renegotiation of a key 1959 
agreement governing the use of 
Nile waters by Egypt and Sudan. 

“The objective now is that we I 
should work together to study the 
previous experience and lay down 
a new framework to be presented 
to tiie two governments to ratify 
and replace what has been 
frozen” the Sudanese minister 
said. He arrived Monday on a 
four-day visit 


TABA, Israeli-held Sinai 
(Agencies) — US. troops on 
Wednesday entered the disputed 
bolder resort of Taba to staff a 
new observation post io 
accordance with an 
Israeli -Egyptian agreement 
The new post on the shores of 
the Red Sea was inaugurated by 
representatives of Israel, Egypt 
and the Multi-national Force and 
Observers (MFO), a 10-country 
organisation which monitors the 


1979 Israel-Egypt treaty in the 
Sinai Desert 

The presence of the 
peacekeepers at the calm beach 
resort is largely symbolic, showing 
that neither Egypt nor Israel 
accepts the other’s claims to 
sovereignty. International arbiters 
have begun hearings in Geneva to 
resolve the dispute. 

The post surrounded by barbed 
wire, consists of an observation 
tower and a building, both painted 
white. It will be permanently 
manned by 1 0 soldters of the 1 01st 
Airborne Division. 

An Israeli government official 
said Israeli policemen will re main 
in die -Taba area alongside the 
MFO. “Israel remains responsible 
for security in the area; the police 
were there before and will remain 
there,” he said. 

Initially the official said police 
would be pulled out of Taba, but 
he later reversed himself saying he 
had made a mistake. 

The 10 US. soldiers will 
observe from a watch tower and 
report any violations by the armed 
forces of either side during 


arbitration proceedings of a 
five -member panel that began last 
month in Geneva and are 
expected to last two years. 

Taba is a 700-metre largely 
1 barren strip with a luxury hotel 
and beach on die Red Sea. Israel 
retained Taba when it returned 
the adjacent Sinai peninsula to 
Egypt in 1982 under their 1979 
treaty. 

Generals bom both countries 
and tiie commander of the MFO, 
Genual Egil Ingebrigtsen of 
Norway, cut a ribbon at a brief 
ceremony opening the post at the 
foot of the rugged Sinai 
mountains. 

An MFO spokesman told 
reporters: "Ihe mission will be to 
observe and report any personnel 
or equipment mat moves through 
the Taba area that does not go 
through the Egyptian or Israeli 
checkpoint.” 

The American observers 
arrived by helicopter Sen. 
Ingebrigtsen arrived in another 
helicopter with generals Farouk 
Labtb of Egypt and Orea Shacfaor 
of IsraeL 

• An agreement by Israel and 
Egypt last September to submit 
die Taba -dispute to international 
arbitration lad to an improvement 
in relations. 

Prtne Minister Shimon Peres 
met President Hosni Mubarak in 
Alexandria at the first 
Israeli -Egyptian summit in five 
years. An Egyptian ambassador, 
withdrawn from Israel after it 
invaded Lebanon in 1982, 
returned to Tel Aviv. 


O’Connor says Mideast trip was 
a success despite early controversy 


ROME (AP) — Cardinal John 
O’Connor has termed his Middle 
East tour a success despite 
controversy over scheduled 
meetings with Israeli o fficials in 
occupied Jerusalem, and said he 
had not received any criticism 
from Vatican officials. 

At first, he cracked, be did not 
know whether he would be 

S led in Israel with “blintzes or 
:tts” because he had cancelled 
the meetings. But later, a 
face-saving co m promise was 
worked out. 

Cardinal O’Connor; the Roman 
Catfaobc archbishop of New York, 
noted the publicity surrounding 
the incident and said it was a 
positive development because it 
served to put the differences 


between the Vatican and Israel 
out in the open. 

“I have yet to hear from the 
Holy See the slightest evidence 
displeasure Cardinal O’Connor 
told a news conference on 
Tuesday. 

He said he expected to meet 
with Pope John Paul II before 
leaving for New York oa Saturday 
and would brief the Pope on his 
.visit to Israel and Jordan. 

The Cardinal admitted “I faded 
to do my homework” when he 
agreed to meet with -Israeli 
officials in their Jerusalem offices. 
The Vatican asked .Qux&naU 
O'Connor to cancel the meetings 
because the Holy See, like most of 
the rest of the world, does not 
recognise tiie city as Israel's 


capital. The cardinal complied 

But later, in a compromise, the 
prelate agreed to meet with Israeli 
President Chaim Herzog at his 
official residence. 

He said that be had met 
Archbishop AchiUe Sflvestrini, 
tiie Vatican foreign minister, at a 
mass earlier Tuesday at SL Peter* s 
Basilica 

The cardinal said the Vatican 
gives de facto recognition to Israel 
but that three problems prevent 
full diplomatic relations. 

He Ksted these as differences 
over Jerusalem, the Palestinian 
question and concern by the Holy 
See : that such an action could lead 
to the “persecution” of Christian 
minorities in “some Arab 
countries.” 
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Interdenominational) meets hi the 
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Shultz 
offers 
better U.S. 
ties with 
Iran 

HAMILTON, Bermuda (R) - 
U.S. Secretary of State Geoige 
•Shultz has said the United States 
and Iran bad n m tnal interests and 
Washington was willing to work 
with Tehran to improve relations 
despite the Iran arms scandal. 

Shultz, speaking to reporters on 
his way to Bermuda for talks with 
his British counterpart. Sir 
Geoffrey Howe, said Tehran had 
.problems that caused it to look for . 
friends. . _ 

“There is a kind of inherent ' 
aspect to frs geographical position 
that causes them to look to other 
countries for some support,” he , 

gaiH 

“It has a long border with foe 
Soviet Union and they see toe 
Afghan problem on their 
; doorstep. These are thing s that 
perhaps we can work with them 
o n” h e added. 

Mr. Shultz repeated U.S! 
opposition to what he alleged was 
Iran's involvement in terrorism 
and hostage-taking, but he said it 
was “a critical piece of 
Geography” and Washington 
“recognises toe Ir anian revolution 
as a fact of life.” 

It was US. hopes of improving 
relations with Tehran aid freeing 
five American hostages in 
Lebanon that led to secret arms 
sales to Iran, which Mr. Shultz has 
said he opposed. 

The shipments sparked a 
scandal when it was discovered a 
White House aide, Ll-CoL Oliver 
North, helped divert funds from 
the sales to the Nicaraguan 
contras after the U.S. Congress 
had ordered a halt to government 
backing for the rebels. 

Iran’s relations with Moscow 
have improved in the last few 
months, but hundreds of 
thousands of Afghan refugees 
have sought shelter in Iran, 
fostering continued mistrust of toe 
Soviet union. 

Mr. Shultz said toe current visit 
to Kabul by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
meant high-level attention was 
bein^ paid to finding a political 
solution to Afghanistan. 

“If s certainly dear that' the 
Soviets are not getting their own 
way in Afghanistan and may be 
they are coming to realise that,” 
he said. 


Kuwait sentences 2 to death for bombings 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwait 
security court ou Wednesday 
sentenced two Arabs to death for 
their role in toe bombings of two 
seaside cafes in Kuwait City in 
July 1985 in which 10 people were 
killed and more than 80 injured.. 

Only one of the two, Mustapha 
Mahmoud Sayed Bayari, 22, was 
in court. The other man, Akram 
Hassan Abdul Qader Adas, 21, 
was tried in his absence. 

Last month, toe court sentenced 
an Ixawi to death, and another to 


life imprisonment is absentia, for 
a fiiiwi car bomb assassinat ion 
attack on toe emir of Kuwait,* 
Sheikh JaberAl Ahmad AI Jabcr, 
in May. 1985. 

A total of five Arabs were tried 
in the cafe bombing case. All of 
them , were said to be Jordanian 
passport holders. 

Or toe others, Ibrahim Saad 
Ibrahim, 22, was sentenced to life 
in jail, and Samih Mustapha Sayed 
Bayari, 24, to three years, both in 
their absence. 


The fifth man, Unqi 
Mohammad Jtxma MohanHuad, 
22, was acquitted bn all charges. 

Last year, toe state security 
court also convicted thc Bayari 
brothers and Adas of the 
attempted murder of the 
«fitor-m-diief of Kuwait's AI 
Seyassah newspaper, Ahmad 
JaraDah, in April 1985. 

Mustapha Bayari received a 
20-year prison term, Adas a fife 
sentence and the other Bayari 
brother 10 years. 


Group threatens to kill hostage Jews 


BEIRUT (AP) - An 
underground group threatened in 
a statement published Wednesday 
to kill the remaining Jewish 
hostages it holds if Israel 
continues to retaliate against 
resistance fighters in Sonto 
Le banon . 

The statement was delivered to 
the independent newspaper An 
Nahar in the name of the 
Organisation of toe Oppressed on 


denounced Israeli reprisals as 
“barbaric terrorist action.” 
“Persistence in these te rrori s t 
acts wiUpush us to execute the rest 
of die criminal Mossad spies we 
hold as a simple retaliation,” the 
handwritten Arabic statement 
“Pardoned is he who has 
forewarned.” 


themselves before God and their 
leader, the great Imam 
Khomeini, to continue fighting 
until toe tsurpmg entity, Israel, is 
removed from existence,” the 
statement added. 


mowmren Aiaoic statement The higher Council of 
rd. Pardoned is he who has Lebanon's shrunken Jewish 
rewarned. community had appealed on 

At least. 21 p ro-Israeli Saturday for international 

ihhamAn Kaw hw»n in tnA * . 


Earth, which daoned last week it - “security zone. 7 " 


nuBtiamen have been killed in the 
last five days in attacks inside the 


killed., three of six remaining 
Jewish hostages in its captivity. . 

The statement pakf tribute to a 
recent surge of guerrilla warfare in 
Israels self-proclaimed “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. It 


“ We bo w to the sacrifices of the 
stragglers of the Islamic 
Resistance,” said the statement of 
toe Organisation of toe Oppressed 
on Earth. 

“They have committed 


intervention to ensure "the safety 
and release of the three remaining 
Jewish captives. 

The- statement denied the 
group's charges that any of the 
allegedly killed or surviving 

ferae^ssecret service. 


U.S. urges long jail term for Pollard 


WASHINGTON (R) - 
Convicted spy J onathan Pollard 
should be sentenced to a long 
prison term for selling U.S. 
military secrets to Israel and 
severely damaging UJS. national 
securify, the Justice Department 
has said. 

It said Pollard, a former U.S. 
Navy intelligence analyst, was 
motivated by greed and had 
shown no signs of remorse. 

When he was arrested in 
November 1 985 , Pollard had been 
funnelling secrets to an Israeli spy 
ring for 18 months. He had 
already received about $50,000 in. 
cash, another $30,000 had been 
deposited in a foreign bank 
account, and he would have 
received an additional $540,000 
for spying for 10 years, the Justice 
Department said in court 
documents. 

PoUaid, who pleaded guilty last 
June in a case that strained 
diplomatic relations and drew an 
apology from Israel, faces a 
maximum sentence of life in 
prison. 

' The Justice Department’s 
; recommendation thar he be sent, 
to prison tor a long term was 
‘contained in a 55 -page report to 
U.S. district court Judge Aubrey 
Robinson. Sentencing has been 
set for Eeb. 10. 


The report, signed by VS. 
Attorney Joseph Digenova, said 
Pollard revealed he derided to 
become an undercover Israeli 
intelligence ageatas early as 1982. 

Digenova, the chief prosecutor 
in the case, said Pollard 
compromised more than 1,000 
classified documents, most of 
which were detailed analytical 
studies containing technical 
calculations, graphs and satellite 


“In short, the evidence 
establitoes that , in exchange for 
substantial sums of money.paid as 
well as promised, defendant 
wrought damaged to the national 
security which was exceptional in 
both its volume and scope,” he 
said. 

The US. government said 
PbQaid participated in a spy ring 
that included Rafael Eitan. die 
shadowy IsraeH spymaster said to 
have directed the operation, as 
well as Joseph Yagur and Irit Exb, 
two Israeli diplomats. 

The fourth Israeli official 
namwri as a co -conspirator was 
Col. Aviem Sella, an officer in toe 
Israeli Air.Force wbo.is said to 
have led the Israeli air attack on an 
Iraqi nuclear facility in 1981. 

Pdllaid and his wife, Anne 
Henderson-Pollazd, were arrested 
on Nov. 21, 1985, outside the 


Israeli embassy in Washington 
after an unsuccessful attempt to 
seek political asylum. 

Just before hk arrest, Pollard 
alerted the Israelis that die spy 
operation had been uncovered, 
Digenova said. 

“As a result of (his) decision to 
alert his co-conspirators that tiie 
espionage operation had been 
detected and to continue to 
protect their identity. Avion 
Sella, Joseph Yagur and Irit Erb 
were able to flee from the United 
States,” he said. 

After bis arrest, Pollard 
admitted taming over sensitive 
documents to Israel but refused to 
reveal the Israelis involved, 
Digenova said. 

He said Pollard was assured by 
Eitan in a meeting in Tel Aviv in 
July 1985 that he would be 
protected by Israel if his espionage 
activities were uncovered. 

Pollard later repeatedly 
expressed resentment at being 
abandoned by his Israeli 
co-coospiratore, both when he was 
refused asylum at the embassy and 
later when Israel made no effort to 
•free him after his arrest, Digenova 
said. 

Federal agents testified that 
Pollard sold stacks of classified 
reports on the military strengthsof 
tire United States 
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Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 
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Amman govemorate — 891228 

Amman dvfl defence 198, 199 

Ovfl Defence Irtrid >271293,273131 
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Civil Defence Derr Ada 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade _ 198 

First aid 630341 
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Qvfl Defence resoic 661111 

Kre he a dqn aw eo ... 622090-3 

PoHce rescue ._ 192,621111.637777 

Foice headquarters 639141 

Traffic poSce 8963901 

Electric PawerCo. 63638 1/4, 624881 
Mmriapal water complaints 77112&8 
QuecnAJalm. Airport (08)5333060 
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Round -op 1540 World News 15M2A 
Hbms News Srenmaxy 1530 John Peel 
16s00 Outlook; News Summary Uc45 
Nature Notebook 17:00 Radio 
Nevnd 1705 The Box of DeSrins 
UkOO Worid News 1&09 Cbaucotaiy 
1805 S c i e nce in Action 1&45 The 
World Today 19*0 World News 1*09 
A Letter from Northern Iredaod 1905 
After Berfioz IMS Sports Rmmd-ap 
2040 Newsdesk 2039 Motttxack 2W0 
News Sum ma r y; Octiook 2L39 Stock 
MBkrtRmn 2L45 Abrart Britain 
2240 Worid News 2249 24 Homs 


— Apman One 

— Kota Mutism 

Amin Kawar and Sons Conmaoy, with 
its new offices in Shnetamr, at your 
service, tet 603703/15. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 
Wednesday rates 

Local sdUbuy rates in fits 

Belgian franc 8^6/ 86J2 

Dutch guilder 156/ 1593 

Frendi franc 52.4/ 54 

Itaian lira 2 53/ 25.7 

Japanese yea (for 100) 214.7/ 218 * 

Swedish crown — - 503/ 51.1 

Swiss franc 20 931 2143 

UJCstedmg pound _ 499 21 5093 

UB. dofiar 3403/ 344 

W. Gennan mark 1763/ 179.9 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Tire weather wil be partly doody 
with chances of scattered rains and 
northerly modera t e winds. In Aqaba, 
the winds wffl be northerly m odera te 
and caha seas. 

Amman 2/11 

Aqaba 7/19' 

Deserts 1/13 

Jordan Valey 8/20 

‘Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 18. Homidi^ 
readings: Ainmax 73 per cent; Aqaba 
34 per cent 


2341 News Summ a ry; Network UK 
2305 Music Noe 2b45 Scoop 2440 r 
World News 00d» Hie World Today 
00^5 A Letter from Northern Ireiarai 
803# Aberdeen Interregional Youth 
Festival 0040 Reflections 0045 Sports 
Round-up 01:00 World News; 
Ccnnneataty01rt5 From the WeekEes 
0L39 Makitraci 


QUEEN ALIA 
INT*L AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


HOSPITALS 


Hnssein Medical Centre _ 
innHi Maternity, J. Amn 
Akilch Maternity, J, 

Jabal Amman Matczni^ 
Mafiias, J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmeisam 

Sfamdsaoi Ho spital 

5£S^tt^Sal 111 

The Triwnir, AbaaS 

AJ-Ahi, AbdaE 

Itaian, AJ-Mnhajreen 

Al-Bashir, J. Arirrafieb 

Army. Marks 

Queen Afia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 
. 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
. 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 

— 667227/9 
666127/37 

. 664164/6 

— 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
. 602240*50 
674155 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Zem 

Dr. Majed Kayyai 7L~ 1 

Satan phannacy _ 

Neiroukh pharmacy " 

Sabeb pharmacy ~ , 

Frias phaimaty ( 

KJinhrf ji haimiiry 

TAXIS: 

AJ Waha taxi 

Khakl oun taxi i 

Bassan taxi ; 

AhS taxi < 

Heyam taxi j 

Ba h snna h taxi I 

RlJlrwi ' 

Mashbour taxi ] j 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ab dtd K arim AlAbwa 

Larth pharmacy 

Tala pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Zoram Medanat 989602 

Jayyoua pharmacy /_) 

AI Satan pharmacy f 

general 

Jordan Television ... 77311/19 

RjfioJmrim — 774111/19 

MmistiyofToazfeQD 642311 

Httel comptagits 666412 

Pare pOTj&aqts 661176 

Telephone Infinmmlm i 12 

Jordan and hfidcBe East cab 10 

Overseas cafe — jy 

Repair service jj 


MARKET PRICES 


Apple (doable red an 

Ap^ fgoMcn) IZ I 

Apple (green) 

Banana 

Baroaa (Mukamnar) 

Beans — 

I te rtroof 

ruHiay ' 

Cairot (biack) , - 

Gmotfyeflow) 

CanSflower 

d mut i iul ■ 

Cncrmbera 

Rppplant (small) 


I stark cn) 

.280/240 
..280/240 
-450/400 
„ 300/ 260 
-250/220 
-250/180 
-120/ 80 
-70/40 
-160/120 
-120/ 80 
.. 80/ 50 
-700/650 
-400/350 
-220/180 


Grapefr ui t 

Lemon 

Marrow 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

Orange (Abe S um ) 
Orange (Shammouri) 
Pepper ft»t) 

Pepper (wcet) 

Potato Imported) 

Potato (local) 


Turnip .. 


160/120 

600/550 

1 Iff 80 

90/50 

150/100 

180/140 

200/160 

250/200 

—.200/160 

300/240 

380/300 

200/150 

250/200 

150/120 

220/180 

120/ 80 


1*00 

IfcSS 

17:20 

1IL15 — 
3845 _ 

UbOO 

19-JO 


— Abu IXubi. fifonab ( 

London, Paris < 

— Cairo | 

iBtanbdl 

Bangkok! 


. Frankfort, 


•—Amsterdam, New Ybrk(RJ) 
Vtama, CUcagD, LosAngdes 

Frankfort, Copen ha gen (RJ) 
— ItBcbd (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

•735 Cairo (MS) 

•MO — Saaa?4(LH) 

123B — Rfode Janeiro, Liston (IA) 
1230 Jeddah (SV) 


2230 Worid Non 2239 24 Hours: 
NmSnmiuiy2230Scfcncefci Action 


Jeddah 

— Muscat, Dobai 

Doha, ftnherin 


12c50 

Muscat, Doha (GF 

ii 

Krsrait (KU 

DdnlfKK 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

' Aqaba (RJ) 

1M5 

Rcme0U) 


r Sana'a! 

— » — Dob®. Katadri I 

.Bahrain, Aba DhObi! 

— KMt,Dbahm| 

Obzd( 

— Damascus i 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2 ) 
— Dnmasais 
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Thought forum to discuss 
plan of action for 1987 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Arab 
Thought Foram(ATF) w m open a 
meeting in Amman cm Jan. 10 
under the chairmanship of His 
jtoyal Highness Crown Prince 
Nassau to discuss theforam’splan 

of action for 1987. The Arab 
Thought Forum’s board consists, 
of 17 members including the 
Gown Prince. 

According to an announcement 

issued in Amman on Wednesday, 
tbe board will hold a symposium 
on Jan. 11 at the Amman Plaza 
hotel to review alternative policies 
for dealing with the Arab 
countries foreign debts. Finance 
Minister Hanna Odeh and 


Minister of Planning Taher 
Kansan axe among 40 partkpants 
invited to take part in the two-day 
symposium. 

The participants will discuss 
four working papers dealing wife 
the Arab World's foreign debts, 
the United Nations attitude with 
regard to such debts, means of 
protecting Arab investments and 
the plight of Arab capital. 

The symposium is In 
implementation of 
reco emendations taken by the 
Arab Thought Forum at Its 
meeting in Amman du ring April 
of 1986. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Majali receives Arab interior official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department (PSD) Director 
Lieutenant-General Abdul Hadi AJ Majali on Wednesday 
received the secretary general of fee Arab Interior Ministers 
Council Akxam Nashaat who arrived here on Tuesday for a 
several day visit to Jordan at the invitation of LL-Gen. Majali. 
During the meeting, they discussed scopes of cooperation 
between the PSD and the councils secretariat as well as 
coordination and tbe exchange of information. Dr. Nashaat then 
paid a -visit to the Muhajerin police station where be was briefed 
on tbe station's duties and sections. 

Hamzeh leaves for Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh left for" 
Baghdad on Wednesday to take part in the meetings of the 
executive bureau of the Arab Health Ministers Council which win 
open Thursday in the Iraqi capital. The council will discuss health 
cooperation between Arab countries as well as an agenda for the 
forthcoming meeting of Arab health ministers, scheduled to be 
held in Khartoum, Sudan, in March. 

Georgetown team visits Yarmouk 

rRBID (Petra) — Hie dean of student affairs at Yarmouk 
University, Dr. Khaled AJ Omari, on Wednesday briefed a 
visiting delegation from Georgetown University on Yarmouk 
University's stages of development, its educational policy and its 
future programmes. The delegation also made a tour of the 
university campus. 

Mu’ta, Glasgow review cooperation 

KARAK (Petra) — Mu'ta University President Ali Mahafzah on 
Wednesday received Dr. David Sharp from Glasgow University 
in Scotland and a delegation accompanying him, 'During the-;* - 
meeting; tbe'ttft^sfcJes discufc&d edddefation Betweferf fee; two - ' ! 

• ■ ■ i>> ■ rhl ii'in i it -* - a - _ l •*■«■ — “ i • - ■ T*. 1 - " 


expertise at the two universities, 


Zarqa Municipality awards library tender 

ZARQA(Petra) —Zarqa Municipality has awarded contract to a 
local company for the construction of a public library and a 
multi-purpose hai) at the cost of JD 176.500. The project is to be 
carried out on a four-dun um plot of land in the city, according to a 
-municipality spokesman. He said that the municipality is studying 
a tender for installing traffic lights in Zarqa and has appointed a 
committee to study bids for the project. 


King receives Murphy 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Murphy and the meeting at 
the Prime Ministry. However, the 
source said, the Jordanian side 
complained about the recently 
revealed U.S. aims sales to Iran, 
which the King had previously 
billed as "shocking," the AP 
further reported. 

Mr. Murphy is expected to brief 
the press today on the outcome of 
his talks here before leaving for 
Israel, the second leg of his current 
swing in the Middle East which 
will also take him to Egypt, one 
(J.S. embassy official told the 
Jordan Times. 

The US. envoy sail upon 
arrival in Amman that his visit to 
the region was aimed at exploring 
new paths towards reactivating 
the stalemated peace process in 
the Middle East. 

However, State Department 
officials were quoted as ruling out 
that Mr. Murphy might be 
carrying any new US. initiatives 
geared to revive peace efforts to 
arrive at a negotiated settlement 
in the region. 


GGC backs OIC summit 


(Continued from page 1) 
Friday. 

Sheikh Sabah said the GCC 
foreign min isters at their two-day 
meeting m Riyadh stressed the 
importance of holding the summit 
in Kuwait as planned and 
expressed the hope that all Islamic 
countries would attend at the 


highest leveL 

Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Jafar 
Mohallati arrived in Turkey 
Wednesday to seek support forbis 
country’s views prior to the 
Islamic summit due to be held in 
Kuwaitlater this month, a T\iikish 
Foreign Ministry official said. 


Japanese ship hit in Gulf 


(Contained from page 1) 

The attack was- made three 
hours after Iranian coastguard 
feips intercepted 
ranker, as they do all ships to ask 

■ J.T — LmArimfi 9nn thft 


that timeTthe shippmgsouroes 
said : quoting reports from tne 
canker. 

The eonffict between Tehran 
and Baghdad has spilled over 
repeatedly into the strategic Gulf 


waterway and last year 99 ships 
were hit, claiming fee lives of 
-more than 50 seamen. 

Dan Wednesday denied that 
one of its warships attacked the 
Japanese tanker in the Gulf 
Tuesday. 

“It was not by Iran,” Kamal 
Kharrazi, head of the War 
Information Headquarters, told a 
news conference. 

“Today fee Persian Gulf is fee 
scene of all sorts of. 
confrontations-.*’ Kharrazi said. 


Queen chairs 
train women 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor on Wednesday 
chaired a meeting at the Noor AJ 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) to 
discuss the launching of fee 
foundation's pilot community 
development project on training 
programmes for women in 
community development and 
management. The aim of this 
three and a half year project is to 
contribute towards attaining 
better social and living conditions 
for disadvantaged urban and rural 
women in the middle age bracket 

The project also aims at 
increasing the institutional 
capabilities of the General 
Federation of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW) to develop, implement 
and manage locally-based family 
life and income generating 
programmes for women in a 
manner which would ensure their 
increased participation in Jordan's 
development schemes. 

The Queen addressed the 
participants at the outset of the 
meeting, thanking fee different 
agencies which are cooperating in 
implementing this pioneer project 
which is Jordan’s first national 
community development 
programme for women, to be 
earned out with the coordination 
of public and private sectors in the 
Kingdom. 

The Queen stressed that the key 
idea of this project is to activate 
and build upon the project aimed 
at raising fee Eving standard of 
Jordanian women in a manner 
that would contribute to the 
human development of their 
f am fly and the socio-economic 
development of their community 
and country. 

The director general of the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, 
Mrs. In'am AJ Mufti, noted feat 
the idea of this project was 
crystallised In Mexico City in 1984 
when fee Queen addressed a 
population conference held there. 

Health Ministry 
requests curb 
on scholarships 

AMMAN (Petra) - The Health 
Ministry has requested the 
Ministry of H^her Education to 
refrain from offering students 
scholarships to study medicine 
because fee country has a surplus 
of . doct or^ .^apd.^^i^crans^ 

can ' bnfy pocnpljjsafe the.!l 
Kingdom's unepiployment- 
problem since many of the 
newly-graduated doctors are 
without employment at present, 
fee Ministry of Health sard. 

However, the request made it 
dear that Jordan is still in need of 
certain specialists in some fields of 
medicine, such as food analysis, 
drug control, mental therapy, 
pathology, nuclear therapy, 

| kidney diseases, tumour-affiliated 
diseases, neurology, blood 
diseases and plastic surgery. 


discussions on project to 
in community development 



Her Majesty Queen Noor chairs a meeting of fee Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation to discuss a pilot programme to train women in 
community development. The director general of the foundation, 

Mrs. In’am A1 Mufti, addresses fee participants of the meeting held 

on Wednesday.|P®™P hoto 


The Queen expressed her keen 
wish that women of low-income 
' families and Eving in rural areas be 
tra bed and given more chances to 


take part in the development of promoting nop-traditional 


their homes, communities and 
society. 


women in Jordan to achieve 
personal and professional 
fulfilment. This, she added, will 


also included director of the 


implementing the project. 


meeting. 


WAJ awards hydraulic 
analysis, testing contract 


By Elia NasraUah 
Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) has 
awarded a J D 41 4,362 contract to 
. a. consorqum pf three companies 
; wfiicn win 'conduct .a hydraulic 
; analysis ana test "water networks 
< within .the [ Greater -Amman 
region. 

The French company Sogreah, 
In cooperation with the British 
firm WSC and a local firm, Jouzeh 
and Company, will carry out the 
project in 18 months, according to 
a WAJ spokesman. He said that 
the work wQ] pave the way for 
modern ising the water network by 
replacing okl and faulty pipes with 
new ones. 

The three companies will 
employ electronics and co mpu m!p1S 


to determine parts of tire networks 
to be replaced and will also test 
pipes for leakage, according to 
WAJ Director Mohammad Saleh 
AlKeilani who signed fee contract 
wife representatives of the three 
companies. 

The ‘project will be a" first stage 
since WAJ will carry out similar 
ones in other parts of the 
Kingdom, the Keflani noted. 

Mr. Keflani said that WAJ is at 
the same time carrying out a 
project which will enable WAJ 
technicians and staff to 
automatically control all water 
resources and also wastewater 
drainage and sewerage operations 
in the Kingdom. 

This project, he said, is bound to 
improve the process of supplying 
water and draining away 
wastewater from homes. 


Chamoun survives car bomb attack 


In his statement to the press at 
Marka airport, Mr. Murphy 
dismissed fee concept of forming a 
preparatory committee as a 
prelude for an international 
conference as “not a very 
attractive proposition .” 

“For us the preparatory 
committee is not a very attractive 
proposition. So we will be 
discussing the peace process 
overall but we don't have much 
interest in a preparatory 
committee as such." he told 
reporters. 

The idea of a preparatory 
committee was first floated by fee 
Soviet Union and France during a 
visit to Moscow last year by 
Prench President Francois 
Mitterrand Subsequently, when 
the then Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres visited Egypt last 
November for a summit wife 
Egyptian President Hosoi 
Mubarak both leaders said they 
agreed on such a preparatory body 
to pave the way for an 
international conference. 


(Continued from page 1) 

ablaze and nearby buildings were 
badly damaged by the explosion. 

Ambulances raced to pick up 
fee injured, many with blood 
pourmg down their faces and arms 
from splinters of flying glass and 
metal There were pools of blood 
(m the ground and fragments of 
charred human flesh stuck to 
damaged vehicles. 


Army bomb disposal expert 
Youssef Bitar said the bomb, 
rigged in a blue Peugeot 504 
Saloon, was set off by remote 
control. Fragments of the car were 
embedded m walls up to 500 
metres away. 

Smaller explosions followed fee 
main blast as ammunition blew up 
in the wrecked car of Mr. 
Giamoun's bodyguards. People 
ducked for cover as it went up in a 


shower of sparks and flame. 

Mr. Gemayel condemned fee 
car bomb attack in a broadcast on 
Voice of Lebanon radio, saying 
Mr. Chamoun was playing “a 
major role in efforts to save the 
country.” 

The bomb was meant to 
“re-establish tension in the 
country and undermine efforts to 
resolve its ordeal,'' Mr. Gemayel 
said. 


China, Vietnam renew border fighting 


(Confeiued from page 1) 

Kampuchean guerrilla leader 
Norodom Sihanouk says be has 
Peking’s word that it wfll bleed 
Vietnam white until it pulls 
140,000 troops out of his 
homeland. 

The latest surge of fighting 
could be a Chinese reminder to 
Hanoi that it stands by that 
promise, diplomats said. 

Hanoi says China has fired 
more than a milli on rockets, 
mortar bombs and artillery shells 
into its territory since 1985. 

The official New China News 
Agency reported from the 


Yunnan province border that tbe 
Vietnamese had launched a dozen 
attacks on Chinese positions in the 
Laoshan area between early 
Monday and Wednesday 
morning. 

It quoted military sources as 
saying the frontier guards had 
“repulsed repeated armed 
provocations by Vietnamese 
troops in tbe past few days" 

In the first casualty figures given 
by China, the agency said fee 
guards had “wiped out 200 
Vietnamese troops' by about 7 
am. on Monday. 

It added that a Vietnamese 


company was “annihilated" 
Wednesday morning. 

Earlier Wednesday Peking 
disputed Hanoi’s r.laim feat more 
than 500 Chinese soldiers were 
killed in the fighting on their 
rugged mountain frontier. 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman told a news conference 
fee casualty figures announced by 
Hanoi were rumours to deceive 
fee Vietnamese people and world 
opinion. 

But he warned that China was 
closely watching developments on 
the border. 


French jets ‘knock out’ Libyan radar 


(Cootmoed from page 1) . 
rebels, later bombed N’djamena 

T rt in the Chad capital 

a radio interview Tuesday 
night Mr. Chirac described the 
Lroyanraid last Sunday as an error 
rather than a challenge to France. 
He said fee action "-merited a call 
in order... which of course will be 
carried out." 

Libya's diplomatic mission in 
Paris earlier acknowledged that its 
aircraft may have crossed fee red 
line but described it as “an 
exceptional act which will not be 
repeated except in event of a new 
aggression.” 

Mr. Habre has been demanding 
French air cover in his battle to 
drive fee Libyans from the north 
of his country, but until 
Wednesday France had restricted 
its support to parachuting food, 
munitions and fuel to Chadian 
forces battling Libyan armoured 


columns. 

The Defence Ministry gave do 
details of Wednesday’s operation 
beyond identifying fee raiders as 
bemg from the “Epervier” 
(sparrow-hawk) deterrent force of 
1,200 men. Jaguar 
fighter-bombers and anti-aircraft 
missiles based in N’djam&na. 

Radio France Internationale 
said fee attack on the radar 
installations was spearheaded by 
four Jaguars. 

Sources at tbe French 
presidential palace said the 
decision to reply to tbe Libyan air 
raid on the town of Arada south of 
fee I6fe parallel was taken at a 
meeting on Monday of President 
Francois Mitterrand. Mr. Chirac 
and Defence Minister Andre 
Giraud. 

The French retaliation came as 
Chad was tightening its hold on 
recently-captured positions in fee 


|Education Ministry prepares 
comprehensive campaign to 
eradicate illiteracy by 2000 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Education has 
prepared a comprehensive campaign to eradicate 
illiteracy in Jordan by the end of the 20th century 
and tbe plan envisages providing education to some 
300,000 illiterate people living largely in the rural 
regions, according to Mr. Abdul Karim A1 Simadi, 
head of the illiteracy section at the Ministry of 
Education. 


An open discussion followed 
during which a number of issues 
were raised, including ways and 
means of identifying and 


income-generating activities 
among disadvantaged urban and 
rural women, and the role of 


Mrs. Mufti also noted that with communications in creating 
prospective total beneficiaries of knowledge, attitudes and 
750 local disadvantaged women, practices which will ensure the 
fee project wiU enable more effective implementation of 


community development and 
management projects in Jordan. 
The Noor Al Hussein 


eventually have a positive impact Foundation is carrying out this 
on all members of society. project in cooperation wife fee 

Speakers during the meeting United Nations Fund for 

Population Activities, and fee 


project, Mrs. Salwa al Masri, and wornen ’ S department at the 
arondmator of fee project. Dr. Ministry of Labour and Social 
EidehAl Mutlaq, who briefed the Development. It will be executed 
meeting on fee project and its through the GRJW’s voluntary 
work plan. services. 

Director of the department of Labour Minister Khaled Al Haj 
women at fee Ministry of Labour Hassan, Minister of Planning 
and Social Development,^ Mrs. Taher Kanaan and fee resident 
Rabiha Dabbagh, and GFJW representative of fee United 
President Mrs. Haifa Al Bashir Nations mission as well as a 
also briefed the meeting on their number of Jordanian 
organisations' roles in development experts attended fee 


In a statement” to fee Jordan 
' News Agency, Petra, on fee eve of 
the Arab Day for the Eradication 
of Illiteracy which falls on 
Thursday. Mr. Simadi sail that 
Jordan has to solve the problem of 
illiteracy as it impedes the 
Kingdom's development projects. 
He said that a survey conducted in 
1979 revealed feat 34.6 per cent 
of fee total population above 15 
years of age were illiterate. 
Estimating a drop of oae per cent 
annually, fee present rate should 
now stand at 28 per cent, he said. 
This means that 352,500 people 
are still illiterate and of this 
number, two thirds are female. 
Mr. Simadi added. 

The Ministry of Education 
opened 700 centres for adult 
education in the past year, of 
which 1 13 were assigned for males 
and fee rest for females, and at 
least 12,000 people, mostly 
women, attended classes and 
benefitted from this form of 
education, Mr. Simadi pointed 


out. 

The programme for providing 
education to adults and illiterate 
people has been going on in all 
provinces through departments of 
education and with the help of 
information media campaigns, 
lectures, documentaries and 
cultural programmes and by 
providing material and moral 
support for those excelling in their 
courses, Mr. Simadi continued. 

The Ministry of Education, Mr. 
Simadi said, looks forward to the 
day when all the people in the 
countty are literate so that 
everybody can participate in the 
development of fee Kingdom. He 
attributed the presence of 
ilEterate people to a large number 
of people who dropped out of 
school at an early age, specially in 
the rural regions, due to social and 
economic reasons and because 
previously there was no law 
making adult education 
mandatory. Also, a lack of 
sufficient funds in the past meant 


that eradication of illiteracy 
projects could not be carried out 
in the Kingdom, he continued. w 

The Ministry of Education. Mr. 
Simadi said, now plans to open 60 
centres for adult education in 30 
villages in remote regions of. 
Jordan as a first stage: and this 
programme will later be extended 
to other regions of the country. 

Jordon was one of the first 
countries to enact legislation on 
educating adults and illiterate 
people and imposed compulsory 
education between the age of six 
and 16 in order to avoid having 
more illiterates in the country; and 
the Ministry of Education has 
been launching intensified 
campaigns for eradicating 
illiteracy and urging all illiterate 
adults to join literacy centres. Mr. 
Simadi added. 

The Arab Day for the 
Eradication of Illiteracy was 
established by the Arab League in 
iy66 and in iy70 fee task of 
eradicating illiteracy in fee Arab 
World was placed under the 
auspices of the Arab League 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation which is 
helping Arab states solve the 
problem of illiteracy. 

In Mafraq . a ceremony was held 
on Wednesday on the eve of the 
Arab Day for the Eradication of 
Illiteracy. 


British residents caught off guard 
by new visa charges for Jordan 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Britsh residents in 
Jordan were caught off guard 
upon returning to the Kingdom 
after their Christmas holidays 
when they were asked to pay visa 
charges at the airport. Under the 
new measures, British residents 
now have to pay visa fees and visa 
fees for all Britons have been 
increased. The new measures 
came into effect on Jan. 1, 1987. 

Mr. Faisal Al Hmoud, director 
of the consular section at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said: 
“Jordan 'was taking reciprocal 
actibii fo "fee recmit increases' of 
visa-fees in fee United Kingdom." 

Mr. Al Hmoud explained that 
fee British government sent out a 
circular to all its embassies abroad 
informing them of fee increase in 
visa fees as of Nov. 18, 1986. All 
non-British nationals applying for 
a private, tourist, business, 
student, medical or re-entry visa 
to Britain must pay £20 or JD 10 
to the British embassy in their 
respective countries. Those who 
want a multiple visa, which is valid 
for two years instead of one, must 


pay £40 or J D 20 and applications 
for visas other than fee ones 
mentioned above are £50 or JD 
25. Diplomats and official 
delegates are exempt from these 
fees. 

“These regulations apply to all 
countries, wife fee exception of 
the Soviet Union," said the vice 
consul of the British Embassy in 
Jordan, Mr. Steve Collier. The 
decision to raise the fees was to 
pay for the visa operations 
worldwide, added Mr. Collier. 

"‘Just like fee United Kingdom 
wants to benefit, we too want to 
benefit," said Mr. Al Hmoud. 
Therefore, as of Jan. 1.- 1987- all 
Britons will be charged the same 
fees as those the United Kingdom 
charges. Previously, the Jordanian 
law exempted those who were 
residents “even though the British 
government has been charging for 
re-entry visas all along.” said Mr. 
Collier. The new law revoked this 
exemption. 

Britons wife residence permits 
entering fee Kingdon on Jan. 4 
were livid when they were asked 
.to pay the JD 10 visa fee, said one 
of tbe British passengere. “There 


were long queues and fee officials 
were not. particularly helpful* 
because they were harassed and 
harranged from all sides while 
following orders they had 
received." the resident said. 

An official at the Passport 
Department said that fee order 
was given to them by the minister 
of Interior on Dec. 30. 1986 and 
“they ( at fee passport control) 
were just trying to fulfil their 
duty." 

Asked about complaints, fee 
first secretary at the British 
Embassy said that fee embassy 
had received some complaints 
from Britons residing "in the 
Kingdom "'but it was up to each 
individual to take it up with fee 
(Jordanian) authorities." 

According to Mr. Ahmad 
Adhielhi. deputy for fee consular 
section at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the concerned authorities 
delayed the ministry in informing 
Jordanian embassies abroad of the 
changes. "The embassies have 
now been informed but it may 
take another week before the 
regulation will Tie fully 
implemented.” said Mr. Adhielhi. 


Heart transplants — one indication of 
Jordan’s rapid progress in the health sector 


northern region controlled by the- 
Libyans for the past three years. 

Libya says it has only several 
hundred men in Chad, while 
France estimates Tripoli's 
strength there at around 8,000. 

Mr. Chirac and Mr. Mitterrand 
have both voiced political support 
for the Chad offensive in the 
north, but the Bench have ruled 
outany intervention by the French 
army north of the 16th parallel. 

Mr. Chirac appeared to strike a 
new note in his broadcast Tuesday 
night by playing down the 
importance of tne 16th parallel as 
an idea “that does not exist.” 

"It is out of the question for us 
to accept that the 16 th jpazallel 
should be a kind of division of 
Chad," he said, adding feat fee 
red line merely marked the area 
whose integrity was guaranteed by 
France. 


By John Rice 

Associated Press Writer 

AMMAN — On a hillside where 
bedouins grazed their sheep just a 
few years ago, doctors at a modem 
medical centre have performed 
four successful heart transplants, 
dramatising Jordan’s rapid 
development as a regional medical 
traflblaaer. 

There have been at least 3,500 
heart transplants worldwide since 
Dr. Christian Barnard performed 
fee first successful operation in 
1967. But Jordan’s programme — 
an outgrowth of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s emphasis on health and- 
educational development —is one 
of only a handful in fee Third 
World, said Dr. Michael Kay, 
director of the International 
Cardiac Transplant Registry at fee 
University of Minnesota. 

“This was not a propaganda 
gambit,” said Dr. Daoud 
Hananiya, Chief of Surgery at the 
Queen Alia Heart Institute. “This 
was done because we were 
convinced that, first, it was 
posable, and feat it was a proper 
modality of treatment for an 
unfortunate number of patients. It 
had to come, and we were ready 
for it.'* 

Dr. Hananiya performed 
Jotdan's first cardiac transplant in 
August 1985, putting the heart of 
a 26-year-old car accident victim 
into 23-year-old student 
Abdullah Khalil. He has since 
done three more. All four patients 
are alive and only the most recent 
is still recovering in fee hospital. 

Dr. Hananiya said Jordanian 
surgeons have performed more 
than 6,000 open-heart operations 
since 1970 and now do about 650 
a year at the institute. Advanced 
work also is being performed in 
neurosurgery and in kidney and 
cornea transplants, be said. 

That represents a major 
turnaround fora country that had 
ooly one four-year secondary 
school immediately after World 
War II. There are now three 
universities, two wife medical 
schools and, in addition, an 
‘.estimated 60,000 to 100,000 



Major General Da'oud Hananiya wife Jordan's first heart recipient 
Abdullah Khalil who underwent surgery in August 1985. To date, 
.four successful heart transplant operations have been performed in 
' Jordan (J.T. file photo) 


young Jordanians are studying at 
colleges and universities abroad. 
Medicine and engineering are 
favoured subjects. 

In 1965, Jordan had one 
physician for every 4,600 people. 
Today there is one for every 650 
residents. The country has 7,000 
registered doctors, 2,500 of whom 
work abroad. Another 7,000 are 
studying medicine now. 

"That’s why we're trying to find 
jobs and markets fordoctors in fee 
Arab countries, in the African 
countries," said Dr. Hassan 
Khreis, president of fee Jordan 
Medical Association. 

Because of the oversupply, 
Jordan has made a major industry 
of exporting skilled workers, 
among them doctors, to other 
Arab countries. 

Dr. Hananiya, a 52-year-oki 
Palestinian-Jordanian from 
Jerusalem, said he was surprised 
at how easily Jordanians have 
accepted fee idea of brain death, 
which allows suypeons to 
transplant living hearts, and how 
willing people were to donate 
organs. 

The military-run heart centre, 
part of the King Hussein Medical 
Centre on a grassy hillside west of 
Amman, is one of Jordan’s most 
advanced medical units. 


Costs of surgery 

Military personnel and their 
families are treated free. Other 
Jordanians pay according to their 
income. Private patients and 
foreigners pay full fees, but even 
these are subsidised. "What 
they pay here is perhaps 
one-fourth or one-sixth of what it 
would cost them to go abroad,” 
Dr. Hananiya saki. 

He said fee first two heart 
transplants would have cost about 
JD 3,500 each after six months of 
care, mainly for drugs and 
laboratory work. “A coronary 
bypass would cost something like 
JD 1,000 to 1,500 he said, 
compared wife a S20.000 fee for 
such work in the United States. 

Dr. Khreis noted, however, that 
"there’s concern for other things 
which are more important and less 
expensive," such as attacking 
infant mortality rates. 

Although bean transplants are 
costly for Jordan, which has an 
annual per-capita income of less 
than $2,000, Dr. Hananiya said: 
“I don’t think a developing 
counriy should stop doing 
sophisticated work. One mun 
advance on all fronts at the amy 
time." 
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The left... from a non-political point of view 


By Taher Hikmat 


Boost to local contractors 

THE Jordan Contractors Association (JCA) first-ever draft law, 
which was approved by the Lower House of Parliament on Tuesday, is 
a new step in the right direction. Complemented by other Cabinet 
measures taken recently and aimed at injecthg life into the country's 
siting contracting sector, the law should help Jordanian contractors 
stand on their feet once agam and enable them to plqy their role to the 
full in revivng our national economy. 

Until now, foreign contracting companies have been enjoying the 
lion's share of the market, covering almost 65 per cent of the total local 
tendered work. 

Local companies hitherto assumed the role of a by -slander as they 
have been unable to compete with the majority of foreign contractors, 
either because they were not subsidised by our successive 
governments, as in the case many of their international competitors, 
or due to some structural, technical, professional and other reasons. 
In 1985 alone, the amount of JD 9434 million was lost by the 
Jordanian economy to foreign contractors, thus contributing to 
strengthening other countries' economies, while leaving ours out in 
the cold. 

The JCA, which has had no institutionalised framework, since it 
has been working under an order issued by the Ministry of Labour, 
has been unable to engage in the Jordanian-foreign “contracting 
competition war” and as such it could not posslily affect the balance 
in favour of the local companies. 

Construction errors, violation of construction codes and 
commissioning made by or on behalf of a large number of Jordanian 
and foreign contracting companies working here passed unnoticed, 
and in various cases were wrapped up through personal contact. 
There simply was nobody to defend the client. 

We look with great hope to the new law which has set “just and 
impartial* 1 penalties against all those who try to beat around the bush. 
From now on, all Jordanian and foreign companies working in 
con tracing here have to be members of the JCA before they can 
execute their projects. In addition, they will be classified into six 
accredited rates in accordance with their contracting capabilities and 
expertise. 

Considering that Jordan has just launched its national development 
plan with an allocation of JD 220 milli on for construction projects in 
the East Bank, local companies will be given priority in executing 
them. Foreign contractors -will only be allowed to work with * 
*. Jordsuangroupson a joint-ten tore base* &itd m Very rah* cases only, 
'.•international companies win be operating orititeir own. ' 

Having said this, and given all these boosts on the part of the 
government and the JCA to local contractors, these local public and 
private companies should also meet their new challenges and 
obligations by lowering their costs at the same time and maintaining 
an excellent quality of works they do. We also hope that the JCA, 
which seems to be extremely eager to organise and supervise the works 
of the local contractors, to execute the new draft law firmly. In the 
same breath, we call on local commercial institutions to review the 
process of granting fair financial arrangements for local contractors 
to help them meet the challenge. 

We both hope. and trust that the new law wQl help the local 
contracting industry in mcreasmg its contribution to the gross 
national product (GNP) to more than its current 10 per cent, and in 
creating new job opportunities to accommodate the large majority of 
Jordan's contracting working force which is currently unemployed. 


Al Ra'i: No changes on the ground 

RICHARD Murphy's visit to the Middle East represents the Gist 
American move in the region this year. Although the American 
administration did not announce any thing about the nature of the 
visit, observers believe it is designed to discover the impacrof last 
year’s events on this region in general and the repercussions of the 
U 5. -Iranian arms deal in particular. What we are certain of is that 
the American -Israeli stand vis-a-vis the Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
prospects of an international conference to resolve the Palestine 
problem remains unchanged. Both the United States and Israel are 
opposed to such a conference because it would involve the presence 
of the Soviet Union as member of the United Nations Security 
Council, and both the U.S. and Israel continue to bar Europe from 
playing a meaningful role in the affair. For this reason, we can say 
that Murphy would hear from Jordanian officials the same words he 
heard before, underlining the importance of holding the proposed 
inteniationai conference and the need for involving the PLO and the 
Soviet Union in such a conference to ensure its success. 

Al Dus tour: Evil Iranian moves 

IRAN'S request sent to the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) for holding the forthcoming Islamic summit in a country other 
than Kuwait is regarded as a clear attempt to undermine the su mmi t. 
This sabotage attempt made at a time wben preparations are under 
way for the summit is also an evil move to weaken the Arab and 
Islamic ranks. This Iranian attitude is totally unacceptable to the 
Arabs because it tends to exercise blackmail on the Arab and Muslim 
nations who are now in dire need of solidarity in the face of common 
dangers. We are saddened indeed to hear and see certain Arab 
countries condoning Iran's sabotage attempts and also providing the 
Tehran regime with open diplomatic support. We cannot find a single 
reason for such support for the Iranian attempts which naturally do 
not serve the Arab Nation's interests. We hope that the foreign 
ministers of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries who are meeting 
in Riyadh wil] put all their weight behind Kuwait and exert all 
possible efforts to rally support for the convening of the coming 
summit on schedule. We hope that the coming summit will find Iran 
totally isolated from the rest of the Islamic World. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Deeds, not words, needed 

RICHARD Murphy who has just embarked on a tour of the Middle 
East will certainly find that the United States credibility has been 
eroded in this region follow ing Washington's supplies of arms to Iran 
and in view of its continued help for Israel's aggression on the Arab 
Nation. Both Israel and Iran which Washington continues to help are 
enemies of the Arab World, with the former mobilising all its world 
efforts to deprive the Palestinians of their rights and homeland and 
the latter turning down all offers for establishing peace with Iraq and 
the Arab Nation. Washington is also adamant in its position rejecting 
die idea of an international conference' that would re-institute the 
rights of the Palestinian people. Murphy will certainly face this 
situation and an insurmountable wall of complications and problems 
largely emanating from Washington's refusal to listen to the Arab 
views and heed the Arab World's bids for a Lasting pruce. 


HOW was the term “left" transferred from “hand” which snot often 
used by man to the world of politics? 

Why has the left always symbolised troublesome and wicked things 
in various forms of religions and even in the beliefs of primitive tribes 
and societies which knew no thing of religion? 

Above all, why does man use the right hand more often, and why is 
the right hand normally stronger than the left? 

How far does the term "left” date back in man's memory and 
culture? 

In answer to these questions, I say: 

Scientists agree that the use of the left or right hand is a hereditary 
matter to a large extent, and they maintain that children in their early 
Life use both hands equally well but that children at some time in their 
development begin to give priority to the right hand. Estimates of the' 
rate of those who use their left hands vary from two to eight, and up to 
10 percent, but the most logical and acceptable estimate is five per 
cent. 

It is said that in Mexico there exists a village in which the majority 
of the population use their left hands most of the time. 

The subject of the left hand had been dwelt on since old times and 
it is said that the subject was dealt with by philosophers Plato and 
Aristotle and that it has been shrouded with many legends and non 
scientific explanations until recently when scientists established a 
link between this subject and the human brain, anatomically and 
physiologically. The human brain is known to be divided into left and 
right with the left side controlling the right part of the body and the 
right in control of the leftt side. Scientists say that whenever the left 
part of the brain has the upper hand in terms of volume and weight, 
which is most of the case, the right hand becomes more dominant and 
vice versa. But the question is whether the widespread use of the right 
hand is really due to the greater volume of the left-hand part of the 
brain or whether it is a result of the frequent use of the right hand 
only. There is no ultimate answer for the question, but it is useful to 
point to a new anatomical theory which appeared in 1 982 and which 
maintains that both parts of the human brain are totally separate. But 
this theory does not change the former explanation in any way. 

In another attempt to explain this, scientists of anthropology 
maintain that the first man on earth used both hands equally wefl, but 
that the priority now given to the right hand came when man started 
making implements and tools for different purposes. However, 
Soviet scientists say that the priority given to the right hand is due to 
man's involvement in wars and struggles for existence and that the 
use of the right hand was hereditary and resulting from the need of 
protecting the left hand side of the chest which contains the heart. 
Protection of the heart used to take place through the employment of 
a shield carried by the left hand, as the right hand was free for 
movement and manoeuvre, and stabbing the enemy; and that the 
frequent use of the right hand in this manner and the relative 
inactivity of the left hand led to the development of the right hand as 
more powerful at the expense of the left. 

Over the ages, this acquired character has become hereditary. But 
why right-handed parents produce left-handed children is something 
which has found no answer yet. 

The use of the right hand by man was later transformed to animals 
and birds and scientists have noted that the chimpanzee for instance 
uses both hands equally well The parrot uses tne right limb more 
often for eating but sits on the left side while the horse uses both jaws 
equally well with a slight priority for the right Scientists found out 
that nearly 58 percent of horses use the right limb when searching for 
food and stretches the right foot first to trot when not mounted by a 
rider, and nearly 70 percentof horses'start walking with the left foot 
when mounted by a rider, contradicting the previous belief that 
horses use tire left foot to start trotting if they have not been 
“broken''. As to the cats, scientists could not give a definite 
explanation for their use of hands because they noticed no 
remarkable difference between the left and the right. 

As tii man, Ithas 6eea-ndti«Jd that during Military training the left ‘ 

leg is used to start the rnarch'or walk and that the body leans mostly 
on the right leg for rest because it is the stronger of the two and that 
the military instructor calls out left... right... left... right. By looking 
into man's literature, religion and magic it can be noticed that he had 
shunned the use of the left hand and that man had always thought of 
the left hand as the cause of evil and a devil's lair. Studies conducted 
on primitive tribes which inhabit the Amazon jungles and the 
aboriginesof Australia reveal that when a witch doctor looks towards 
the left he implies evil expectation and that they firmly believed that 
evD ghosts and evil spirits stemmed from the left hand side of the 
human body while the benign spirits emerge from the right. In 
ancient Rome, it was believed that the term sinister was derived 
from a word that indicated the left arm or the devil and evil. 

Researchers on the Bible have come across 100 instances where 



Taher Hikmat 


From time 
immemorial, man 
has sought to 
identify the term 
'‘right” with things 
that are good and 
the term “left” with 
things that appear 
to be sinister or 
heralding change 
from the accepted 
way of life. How will 
this phenomena 
shape "lip in the 
future? 


the right hand had been given priority over the left and that the right 
side meant doing good and the left indicated evil ordoom. In Chapter 
25 Mathew, we read: “the lamb carried by the right hand goes to 
heaven and the goat carried by the left hand goes to helL" In churches 
and during mass the priest reads the gospel which is normally laid on 
his right. In pre-Islamic Arabia, the term “right" used to indicate 
good things and optimism. whfle“left” indicated evil and pessimism. 
The Arabs used to chase away birds moving to the right and people 
believed it was a source of optimism and if the birds flew to the left 
side. They considered this as a pessimistic sign and refrained from 
doing it as an intended act. 

Also in pre-Islamic Arabia, priests used to throw the dice. If it 
moved to the right they believed that the gods were satisfied with 
their work and when the dice shifted to the left it was believed that 
the gods were furious and angry. 

Old Arab literature and old sayings and proverbs are bound with 
instances honouring the right hand and the right side, and in Arabic . 
the term “right" means taking the oath. In Islam , however, the right 
received as much honour as in the previous era and this is quite 
obvious in the Holy Koran's different verses. Many studies have been 
conducted on the subject of preferring the right to the left in all 
matters connected with the Muslim's behaviour in performing 
prayers, entering the mosque and dealing with other worshipers etc... 

Arab culture and literature and folklore all give the right hand 
priority over the left like placing the brave and the courageous man 
on the right-hand side of the leader, and .the term “right” in Arabic 
means goodwill and blessings. 

Those on the right have priority in official celebrations not only, 
among Arabs but also in Europe where the term "right” implies 
goodwill and right and justice while “left” in Frenchfor example 
implies nuisance and instability and lack of Jiarmony.- 

The whole world seems oriented towards the- right because it gives 
preference, to. tbe right hand and for this reason MI tools. have been : - 
manufactured to suit the right hand. ButiOver. the years some 
factories started producing instruments and tools suiting the 
left-handed people to make life easier for them. 

It has also been noticed that parents are not happy with children 
using the left instead of the right hand, which in turn caused 
psychological difficulties for children and seriously affected their 
behaviour and their personalities and also caused some to become 
shy. undecided or awkward: for instance King George VI of Britain 
who was left handed. It is therefore best for parents to leave their 
children alone, allowing them to use their left hands if they are 
inclined to do that. 

It was also found that the use of the left hand is normally by people 
who excel in mathematics and do well in sports and games like 
baseball and lawn tennis. The world has known hundreds of geniuses 


Mozambique is fighting on all fronts 


Mozflinbique has just lost its leader in an air crash; its economy is 
collapsing; its people face sanation; it suffers from droughts and 
Roods. Victor Mallet, recently in the country, reports on the 
challenges facing the new president, Joaquim Chissano. 


JOAQUIM CHISSANO, the 
Mozambique leader who took 
over from founding President 
Samora Madiel in November, will 
have his first chance to tell the 
world how he hopes to tackle his 
country's formidable problems 
Mien he bolds an international 
■news conference. 

His government faces several 
serious challenges to its authority. 
Mozambique, regarded as a vital 
link in the chain of black-ruled 
nations stretching across southern 
Africa, is in the throes of a brutal 
and widespread guerrilla war and 
the country remains acutely 
vulnerable to renewed attacks 
from South Africa, its powerful 
neighbour and ideological foe. 

To add to his woes, Mr. 
Chissano, chosen as president 
following the recent aeroplane 
crash which killed Mr. Machel, has 
been put in charge of an unwieldy 
territory well over J,000 miles 
long and prone to both droughts 
and floods. ' „ 

Mozambique's instability is of 
concern not only to Mozambicans 
but to other countries in the 
region, especially Zimbabwe. 
Mozambique’s Indian Ocean 
jiorts have become the focus of 
international efforts to provide 
access to the sea for southern 
African trade to beat possible 
retaliation by Pretoria for 
sanctions against it. 

In October , donorooun tries at a 
meeting organised by the 
European Economic Community 
pledged 5180 million towards the 
cost of upgrading the Beira 
corridor, a road, rail and oil 
pipeline route from Zimbabwe to 
the rundown port of Beira in 
Mozambique. 

The narrow corridor across the 
bush of central Mozambique is - 
defended by more than 6,000 
Zimbabwean troops. 
Zimbabwean Prime Minister 
Robert Mugabe is committed to 
protecting his country's lifeline 
and helping to defeat the rebels of 


the Movimento Nacional da 
Resistencia de Mozambique 
(MNR). 

The MNR, in spite of its 
dubious origins, its apparent 
unpopularity with civilians and its 
lack of coherent policies is a force 
to be reckoned with. It was 
founded 10 years ago by the white 
Rhodesian authorities to 
destabilise Mozambique, which 
was being used as a rear base for 
Mr. Mugabe's guerrillas in their 
battle to overthrow the Rhodesian 
prime minister, Ian Smith. 

Nurtured by South Africa after 
Zimbabwean independence, die 
MNR now has some 10,000 
guerrillas in Mozambique and is 
demanding a share in power. 
MNR forces are repeatedly 
accused of atrocities against 
civilians and are said by tbe 
government to have destroyed 
500 schools and scores of health 
centres. Sabotage and ambushes 
have disrupted road and rail 
transport. 

Since the beginning of the year, 
when landmines planted on 
Maputo’s main beach brought the 
war dose to the heart of the 
capital, security south of the Beira 
corridor has improved. In the 
remote northern provinces of 
Tete, Niassa and Zambezia, 
however, the guerrillas have 
captured towns, made rural areas 
ungovernable and turned peasants 
into refugees. 

Mozambican officials and 
foreign aid agencies accuse the 
conservative government of 
Malawi, the southern tip of which 
juts deep into northern 
Mozambique, of helping, or at 
best turning a blind eye to, the 
activities of the MNR. 

Another problem is the state of 
the Mozambique army. The 
14,000 soldiers are backed by 
about SOO Soviet advisers, while 
Britain runs regular training 
course in Zimbabwe for young 
Mozambican officers. However, 
morale, sapped by a shortage of 



supplies, is low among 'the 
professional soldiers. Conscripts 
and troops by day are sometimes 
suspected of becoming MNR 
“bandits” by night to supplement 
their income. 

Mozambique is vulnerable bo 
economic pressure as well as to 
military attacks by South Africa. 
Much of its foreign exchange 
comes from remittances of 
Mozambican workers in South 
Africa and South African use of 
Maputo port, while the south of 
the country depends on South 
African electricity supplies. 

A Western aid official in 
Maputo said: “Mathers death 
could not have happened at a 
worse time. The new regime is 
immediately going to be faced 
with immense problems.” Not 
least of these is a shortage of food, 
caused largely by war in the north 
and drought in the south. 

The government estimates that 
3.8 million people, almost a third 
of the population, are at risk from 
food shortages. Aid agencies say 
accurate data is impossible to 
obtain but they stress that the 
government is oot crying wolf. 
What donors call the “hungry 
time” starts now, with problems 
likely to become acute early next 
year before the harvest. 

Three years ago, an estimated 
100,000 Mozambicans died in a 
famine. This year, there have 


already been im confirmed reports 
of starvation. Thousands of 
peasants have become homeless 
“desfocados” fleeing their fields 
for the relative safety of 
government-controlled coastal 
cities or neighbouring countries, 
including South Africa. 

Aid officials speak of people 
foraging in the bush for the fruit of 
the baobab tree, wearing gazelle 
skins for want of clothes and 
walking 130 miles to collect a 
government handout of dried 
peas. 

Government vaccination 
programmes have been seriously 
affected, leaving the way open for 
disease to decimate the weakened 
refugee populations. The money 
economy has virtually collapsed. 
Bartering a shirt fora chicken ora 
tin of sardines for some tomatoes, 
or using the “candonga" — the 
black market —has become a way 
of Life. 

In Tete city, it is estimated 
that 30 per cent to SO per cent of 
children under five shows signs of 
stunting or chronic malnutrition, 
with 4 per cent to 5 per cent 
suffering acute malnutrition. 

Richard Morgan of the United 
Nations Children's Fund said: 
“Both of these figures are fairly 
normal for rural Mozambique. 
But things could deteriorate very, 
very quickly in the next few 
months with no food aid." 

The government, with crop 
production down and money for 
(commercial' imports severely 
limited, says it needs up to 
500,000 tonnes of grain to make 
up the food shortfall for the next 
year. Even if it had the grain, 
however, it would be difficult to 
transport. Amos Mahanjane, 
director of the department 
responsible for dealing with 
natural disasters, says that the 
rebels have attacked and 
destroyed 19 trucks working on 
food distribution this year. 

The hungry people of 
Mozambique, he says, “want 
food, and they wam'clofees. They 
are not interested in ideology. 
Capitalism or socialism means 
nothing to them” — Financial 
Times news feature. 


who used their left hand all the time. These include X^ooanlo dr 
Vinci and Michelangelo, the famous artists. But how did the term j 
“left” shift to politics and is there any link between them of any ; 
kind? 

Left in politics 

I can only say that the employment of the term “left in politics has 
nothing to do with the aforementioned ideas and is not baked with 
any of their roots in any way. 

However, scholars of political thought believe that the term “left 
emerged by coincidence in the wake of die French revolution when 
the revolutionary ra dicals who called for drastic change in the 
construction of the French National Assembly saton die left hand 
side of the speaker while conservatives sat on tbe right. Later as the 
debate heated up and continuous uproar emerged from the left side 
during the sessions, the speaker used to refer to this particular group 
as leftists and the others as rightists. There followed a continuous 
development in the use of the term "left," which was adopted by the 
press that used to describe those with radical ideas as leftists. 
Traditionally the opposition began to sit on the left hand side of the 
speaker while, the conservatives sat on the right. This has become a 
tradition in European countries in particular. In modern times the 
term “left” has increasingly been given to groups seeking radical 
changes in political life. 

The term “left" entered all forms of political systems, even 
Marxism. Marxists describe those with radical ideas as leftists and 
those that oppose changes as rightists. Now that communism has 
been established, what can be said of groups requiring radical change 
all the time, so as to differentiate them from the others? Lenin found 
■the answer by giving those on the left the title of “infantile left 
because, he said, this group could not perceive the nature of the 
revolution which could be transferred into an authority holding the 
reins of power in the country . 

At present, following the dominance of the “old left” in many 
countries, the terms “right" and “left" ceased to point to specific 
indications. 

In France and other European countries politicians are now 
inclined to find new names for newly developed groups with specific 
political orientation such as the “centre feft” and “centre right" and 
“new leftists". In addition, the fast developing social and political life 
in advanced nations has brought about the emergence of extremist 
groups. 

In the Arab World there are extremist religious groups that call for 
radical change m government like the leftists and even in a more 
violent manner, tnnngh religious groups oould be traditionally 
classified as rightists. In some Arab countries, those groups that used 
to belong to the left assumed power but are now regarded to be 
rightists in theeyesof new leftist groups which continue to oppose the 
r uling junta's decisions, and constantly call for the introduction of 
change. 

There is an old belief that all revolutions and coups cf etat are leftist 
in nature when they are young but later they adopt rightist tendency. 
This is true in many of the developing nations. 

Finally, I would like to point out that the desire among people for 
social and political change was created ever since the emergence of 
hu man settlements on earth, but this desire, tends to take different 
forms as a society develops; and with the emergence of new forms of 
government it was natural to see the emergence of opposition parties, 
some which work within the law and others outside it. 

The desire for change for the better has been an obsession of all 
human societies throughout the ages; and only circumstances can 
determine the way in which obsession and desire can be transformed 
into reality. The desire for change is therefore natural in life, but the 
means for achieving that change is the actual political and social 
problems facing the' world: Should change oome about within the 
framework of the law or should the aspired change be achieved atihe 
expense of the existing law and the. existing legitimate form of 
government? What will be the human cost for achieving that aspired 
change, and would that change yield good results worthy of that cost? 
Should the left always be associated with tears and blood and is that 
inevitable? Couldn’t this change be achieved at a lesser cost and 
without the shedding of tears or blood? 

It is difficult to attempt providing answers to these q uestions here. 
But since the issue is both important and interesting, I plan to look 
into it further. 

The above was a translation of a lecture which the writer delivered at 
the World Affairs Council in A nnan recently, dr. ’/ik-nar is a 
pro ninent Jordanian lawyer who served as minister hi three different 
cabinets. 


Enrile sets stage for 
battle over constitution 


By Robert H. Reid 

The , Associated Press 

MANILA (AP) — Juan Ponce 
Emile’s attack on die proposed 
new constitution is propelling 
the former defence minister bade 
into politics and setting the stage 
for a lively battle with President 
Corazon Aquino over the future 
of the nation. 

Enrile, fired Nov. 24 after what 
the government said was an 
abortive coup by his followers, 
called last week on Filipinos to 
reject the constitution in the Feb. 
2 plebiscite andend, Mrs. Aquino's 
“revolutionary dictatorship.” 

The country’s largest and most 
militant labour group, the May 1st 
Movement, also has called for 
rejection of the constitution, and 
the country’s biggest legal 
left-wing parly, the Patrido Ng 
Bayan (People’s Party), says it is 
reconsidering its earlier, qualified 
support because the charter is 
"pro-imperialist" and 
“anti-people." 

- EnxUe’s call was seen as a 
long-expected attempt to lead the 
right wmg, fragmented since the 
February ouster of former 
President Ferdinand Marcos. 

Aides say Enrile hopes to 
transform the Nackmalista Party, 
which he joined afterhis dismissal, 
into the major right-wing party 
and bring into its ranks members 
of Marcos’ old New Society 
Movement (KBL) and others 
disillusioned wife Aquino. 

Thata former minister allegedly 
linked fo a foiled coup could 
emerge two months later as a 
! credible political figure illustrates 
not only the democratic spirit of 
the Aquino administration but 
also the bizarre nature of 
! Philippine politics in the 
i post-Marcos era. 

Although the government 
credits mffitaiy Chief of Staff 
General Fidel V. Ramos wife 
blocking the pro-Emile coup, a 
copy of Enrile’s speech was 
released in Manila by the general 1 s 
office. 


A staff member, who would not 
give bis name, said Ramos' office 
had been asked to distribute the 
speech by “a friend” in the 
Ministry of National Defence. 

During weekend speeches in 
Zamboanga City, Enrile also 
outlined an agenda which is in 
sharp contrast to fee policies of 
the president whom he once 
served. 

Echoing views of Marcos 
loyalists, the 62-year-old lawyer 
blasted the Aquino admin isrirataexa 
as “weak, inept" and unable to 
govern. He criticised her mass 
dismissal of local and regional 
officials from the Marcos 
administration and called for 
reconvening the National 
Assembly to schedule new 
presidential elections. 

During the months before his 
ouster, Philippine commentators 
saw Emile's strident criticism of 
Aquino's policies, including peace 
overtures to the Communists, as a 
prelude to his trying to pick up the 
mantle of conservative leadership. 

Meanwhile, Aquino has 
launched her own campaign to 
drum up support for the 
constitution. TTie charter 
guarantees Aquino a six-year 
term without new elections, a 
major right-wing complaint 

The 53-year-old president 
toured the Biooi region of south 
eastern Luzon last week, 
promising the new constitution 
would bring economic recovery 
and political stability. 

She took along wife her a group 
of cabinet ministers, several of 
whom are expected to nm for the 
senateinnextMay’selectiofw. 

Presidential spokesman 
Teodora Benigno said Aquino 
would travel to various Philippine, 
cities each wfeekeod until fee 
plebiscite in her battle for fee 
constitution's approval. 

Benigno has predicted a strong 
“yes” vote although -he tola 
reporters last month the 
government would be 
“comfortable" wife a mar gin of 
victoiy as low as 60 percent. 
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^ Worldwide famine could follow nuclear war, scientists say 
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By Vanora Bennett 

Reuter 

LONDON — Even if a nuclear 
■war causes only a slight change in 
the earth’s cfimate, those who 
survive the devastation could stfll 
face mass famine, according to die 
latest speculation by scientists 
studying the effects of nuclear 
holocaust. 

The scientists will put forward 
their ideas at an international 
conference in Bangkok next 
month, which will ponder such 
concepts as “midcar winter” —an 

apocalyptic vision of our planet 
Shrouded in soot and plunged into 
freezing darkness after a nuc lea r 
‘war. 

The 300 scientists from' 30 
countries are grouped under a 
body known as SCOPE (Scientific 
Co mmi ttee on Problems of the 
Environment), an international 
independently-funded 
organisation supported by 
foundations and donations. 

Recent media controversy over 
whether superpower war would 
plunge the world into nuclear 
winter, or some lesser nuclear 


autumn, is a false trail getting in' 
the way of serious research, a 
British SCOPE scientist. Dr. Mick 
Kelly, told Reuters. 

His argument will be one of the 
theories put forward at the 
four-day SCOPE meeting in 
Bangkok, starting on Feb. 9, 
which will look into the effects of 
nuclear war on individual 
countries. 

Kelly and SCOPE Chairman Sir 
Frederik Warner, of Britain’s 
Essex University, told Renters 
SCOPE had found that even the 
slightest of the temperature 
changes predicted in the event of 
nuclear war could cause crop 
failures and widespread, hunger. 

A single night below, freezing 
was enough to destroy rice crops,. 
Warner said, and a four-degree 
drop in temperature in the 
growing season could obliterate 
the whole Canadian wheat and 
barley harvest 

At the moment* Warner said, 
only major wheat-growing 
countries Eke the Unftpd States 
and Canada bad large stores of 
food. 


Studies carried out over the last 
four years into the effects a 
nuclear war would have on the 
world cfimate have come out with 
wildly differing results. 

First came the nuclear winter 
theory, pointing to drastic changes 
in the global cfimate after a 
nuclear war. 

According to this theory, smoke 
from burning cities and woodland 
would stay in the earth’s 
atmosphere as soot particles and 
block out the sun’s light. 
Temperatures would drop by up 
to 35 Centigrade (60 Fahrenheit). 
If temperatures fell that far, all life 
would be extmguished and arctic 
night would settle over the planet. 

Then came a unclear au tumn 
study published last June which' 
paid life on earth need not be 
destroyed by nuclear war, despite 
the wholescale devastation of 
cities and deaths from radiation. 

American researchers Starley 
Thompson and Stephen Schneider 
of the National Centre for 
Atmospheric Research (NCAR) 
in Boidder, Colorado, said their 
model of the global cfimate after a 


nuclear war looked “more like 
nuclear fall than nuclear winter." 

Their results showed a 
temperature drop of around 
10-15 degress Centigrade (20-30 
Fahrenheit) tathin a month of the 
war, with rain removing 
three-quarters of the smoke and 
soot from the atmosphere as 
“black rain” in the same period. 

' Their conclusion, widely quo ted 
in the British press, was: “on 
scientific grounds the global 
apocalyptic conclusion of the 
initial nuclear winter hypothesis 
can now be relegated to a 
vanishingly low level of 
probability.” 

In last autumn's issue of the 
U.S. magazine the National 
Interest, Russell Seitz, a visiting 
lecturer at Harvard University, 
denounced the nuclear winter 
theory as “psychic numbing” to 
inhib it NATO’s use of nuclear 
weapons. 

Seitz called it a “pernicious 
fantasy that ... attempts to 
transform the allian ce doctrine 
of flexible response into a 
dangerous vision .” 


But the whole controversy over 
nuclear winter and nuclear 
autumn is meaningless, according 
to SCOPE'S Dr. Kelly, a nuclear 
physicist at the University of East 
Anglia who also acts as a 
spokesman for the British group 
Scientists Against Nuclear Arms 
(SANA). 

The nuclear winter theory was 
the most drastic of about 40 
possible post-war cfimate changes 
worked out by the SCOPE tests, 
Kelly said. 

"It is crucial to remember that 
nuclear winter is only one of a 
range of possibilities, and nuclear 
autumn is within that range, 
which goes from virtually no 
cooling to full-blown nuclear 
winter,” be said. 

Kelly said the Bangkok meeting ' 
would open a second phase of 
investigations. “We now want to 
start research into the effects of 
nuclear war on individual 
countries, looking at how much 
food is likely to be stored at 
(Efferent times of year ..." he said . 

The Bangkok meeting wQl 
review recent tests on the effects 


of nuclear war on the atmosphere, 
and will examine in more detail 
the ecological and agricultural 
consequences of war. 

It will look at “stress ecology” 
or how the natural world recovers 
from major shocks —for instance, 
what would happen to rice crops if 
the monsoons came at the wrong 
time. 

What would happen if the 
infrastructure collapsed, and there 
were no imports or exports? What 
is the capacity of each country in 
the world? How much food does it 
produce and how much does it 
import? What kind of stocks does 
it have? 

According to Britain's New 
Scientist magazine, studies by 
nuclear autumn theorists 
Thompson and Schneider, who 
will be at the meeting, pinpoint the 
indirect effects of a nuclear war, 
such as widespread hunger, as 
being among the most 
devastating. 

They would threaten “more 
people globally than would be 
(Erect effects of 


large nuclear war." 
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Museums blow off the cobwebs 


U\K. museums are coming out of their cob webbed slumbers and 
discovering publicity and marketing skills. Antony Thorncrofl 
describes how the purveyors of 15th-century life are adapting to 
20th-century realities. 


LONDON — Once every 
fortnight, soroehwere in the UJC 
a new museum opens its doors to 
the public. By the end of 1986, 
there were 2,000 museums, the 
great majority privately funded,' 
pandering to the national 
obsession with the past, compared 
'with 900 in 1963. In all, there are 
over 65 millio n museum visits a 
year, well above attendances at 
football matches. 

As Mr. Brian Morris, ch airman 
of die Museums and Galleries 
Cbmmission, asserts: "There is 
overwhelming evidence of the 
importance which British society 
places on its heritage and art,’’ 
only to add: “It is an enthusiasm 
not shared by the government” 

For museums, along with the 
arts generally, re main one sector 
which has been overlooked in the 
government’s discovery of the 
joys of higher public expenditure. 
Some days ago, the Minister for 
the Arts, Mr. Richard Luce, 
announced an increase in the 
museum budget for 1987-88 of 
3.75 per cent. For the directors 
and trustees of die 23 major 
national and regional museums 
and. art --galleries '.-dependent art 
government aid, this will mean' 
another round of agonised 
economies, deferred plans and 
re -consideration of that most 
explosive of topics, admission 
charges. 

The problemforthe museums is 
jftomxsed by the experiences of 
_ie Natural History Museum, one 
of the most popular in the country 
with total annual admissions of 
around 2.6 miDion last year. From 
April, the museum will be 
introducing a £2 ($2.84) 
admission charge for adults with 
the aim of raising £1 2 million a 
year. Even if it is successful, it will 

still not have dosed the projected 
gap in its funding for 1987-88 of 
£1 5 million. 

This gap has been caused by a 
succession of inadequate 
government grants. For the 
current year, the museum is 
receiving £12.9 -million in 
revenue, 88 per cent of it state 
subsidy. This sum largely covers 
staff salaries, which account for 
over 80 per cent of the museum' s 
ru nning costs. 
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Under nationally-negotiated 
agreements, salaries . were 
increased by 8 per cent, leaving 
the museum with the task of 
finding tiie extra cash. In the past, 
it has shed staff; postponed 
planned exhibitions; and kept 
galleries dark. It now sees 
admission charges as its only 
hope: the alternative is large-scale 
redundancies.- 

The director. Dr. Ron Hedley, 
is resigned to a 40 per cent fall in 
attendances following the 
introduction of admission charges, 
although he hopes that in time 
they will recover. He has no 
enthusiasm for the innovation but, 
given the museum's tremendous 
research and curatorial 
responsibilities — it is home to 65 
million objects, more than any 
other museum — he cannot 
contemplate more staff cuts. 

By going for a fixed charge, with 
exceptions for school parties and 
so forth, the Natural History 
Museum hopes to avoid the 
confusion, and the bad press, 
which accomp anied the decision 
of its neighbour, the.V and A 
' Victoria and Albert - •— to 
• introduce a- voluntary charger Jast 
November. This has- proved 
something of a disappointment, 
'bringing in just over £400,000 in 
its first year, as against a planned 
£500,000, and with almost half 
the revenue eaten up in costs. 

The scheme will generate more 
income in 1987, and enable the V 
and A to open on Fridays for die 
first time in a decade, but it 
reduced attendances by 40 per 
cent and caused much ill-wilL 

Admission charges have split 
the national museums down the 
middle. They were pioneered by 
tire National Maritime Museum at 
Greenwich which raised over 
£400,000 in revenue last year this 
way and has almost recouped its 
“lost” attendances. It was 
followed by the Imperial War 
Museum, which is using its 
admission charge to prove to 
potential benefactors . that it is 
doing its bit to raise the $9 million 
'it needs for a bufidmg extension. 

But the National Gallery is 
absolutely opposed to charges, as 
is, less fervently, the British 
Museum. The Science Museum is 



■wavering. All the museums know 
that the government, if not 
pushing them into char gin g , is 
keen that they should increase the 
revenue they generate 
themselves, and thus become no. 
greater burden on the public 
purse. To this end, Mr. Luce 
earlier this year “liberated'' the 
museums, allowing them to keep 
any in corns they earned from their 
shops, restaurants, and so on. In 
the past, it was deducted from 
their next year’s grant. 

The muse ums are happy that 
they will no longer be penalised 
for showing enterprise — at least 
for the next three years, after 
which the government will be 
reviewing the situation — but are 
well aware that the price to be paid 
is less subsidy. Already, purchase 
grants have been cut drastically, 
causmg Brian Morris to comment: 
“Collections must grow, 
otherwise they lose their 
life-blood.’’ 

The minister’s answer to the 
complaints of the museums is: 
“Improve your marketing.’' He 
points to museums in the UJS. 
where, on average, admission 
charges acoountforonly6per cent 
of revenue but shops provide 9 per 
cent and restaurants, parking 
facilities and so on another 10 per 
cent. In- the UJK.,.the. Natural 
History Mesedm and the National - 
Portrait Gallery earn over 10 per- 
cent of their revenue, but other 
museums are only slowly starting 
to overhaul their catering services 
and their shops; next year the V 
and A will be selling replicas of its 
treasures in its enlarged simp. 

Mr. Luce also points to the 
opportunities for museums to 
raise sponsorship money. The 
British Museum has been 
successful here, and currently has 
.a major exhibition on the history 
of money, sponsored by 
Nationwide Building Society; the 
Museum of London was recently 
home to a Boots, the chemists. No. 
7 cosmetics promotion, built 
around the “Lets face it” 
exhibition; and the V and A has 
persuaded astringof companies of 
to assist in its revamping — 
recently, the mediaeval treasury 
gallery was refurbished with THF 
money; in December Toshiba is 
paying for a better Japanese 
display; and in summer 1987, the 
courtyard will bloom again, 
thanks to Pirelli. 

Many directors of museums are 
ill-suited by background and 
temperament to become salesmen 
for their institutions — they also 
begrudge the time. But that seems 
to be their future. The 
gove rnme nt is adamant that it 
cannot increase its subsidy. 

The big national museums, with 
their influential trustees, can often 
tap alternative courses of revenue. 
The National Gallery is getting a 
new extension thanks to the 
Sainsbuiy supermarket family, 
and hag a planned £50 million 

imHatin n riianlra tn J 

Getty Jr. The Tate will soon 
be op ening its Turner Gallery, a 
gift of the Qore Foundation. 

But less glamorous institutions, 
and especially local and university 
museums, face a very bleak future. 
They will become “museums," 
locked in tire past, shoring up 
crumbling and unrefreshed 
collections, with no facilities for 
research, exhibitions or 
purchases, unless they can change 
the government’s mind — or 
discover marketing skills — 
Financial Times feature. 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
restaurant 

Mecca Street , Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
- "Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 

. specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m- 
6:30 - Midnight j 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door sendee 




in Jordan : 

7sr v Circle, Jabal Ammon, 
fieer Ahjiyyah Qlrla School 
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12:00*3:30pjn. 
- Midnight 



THE opera dog room of the Microsurgery Institute 
is dubbed “eyesight recovery automated line” 

GOOD SIGHT FOR EVERYBODY! 

THIS is the motto of Professor Svyatoslav 
Fyodorov, the head of the Moscow Scientific 
Research Eye Microsurgery Institute which has 
developed original methods of treatment for eye 
diseases, including grafting artificial lenses and 
cornea, correction of myopia and astigmatism, now 
used by the ophthalmologists throughout the 
wo rid. 

Professor Fyodorov and his oo-wodeers travel a 
lot about the Soviet Union and abroad to share 
their unique methods with their colleagues. 

More man 25,000 people leave every year the 
Institute happy to be rid of the blur in eyes. 

Prof. Fyodorov and his colleagues often hear 
words of gratitude in many languages from their 


where dozens of operations are daity held. (Photo by 
P. Nosov. TASS). 

former patients for the returned gift to see the 
world. 

An associate fellow of the USSR Academy of 
Medical Sciences, Prof. Svyatoslav Fyodorov was 
one of the first doctors who was awarded the 
honourable title of a Merited Inventor of the 
USSR, conferred on the authors of inventions, 
which open new directions in development of 
science and technology or which are of a special 
importance to the national economy. Though 
correcting eyesight has no apparent ties with the 
economy, thousands of Prof. Fyodorov’s patients 
were able to refuse their disability pension and 
resume their jobs as they regained their eyesight. 
(Fotokhromka TASS) 


Worry over forest death spreads to N. America 


By Mercer Cross 

National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — For the past 
six or seven years, the forests of 
central Europe have been getting 
sick at a rate that is alarming many 
of the world’s tree scientists. 

The cause remains to be found. 
Hundreds of research projects are 
under way. Air pollution and' 
natural stresses are suspected, but 
nobody knows for sure . Ozone, an 
irritating, bluish gas that helps 
form smog, may be a major 
source. 

Air pollution has replaced “acid 
ram” as a broadened phrase to 
describe the suspected cause of 
the mysterious malady that afflicts 
15 European countries. The 
damaged area in central Europe is 
about the size of West Virginia. 
And it's growing. 

So is concern about inexplicable 
declines in North American 
forests. 

Big Damage in Germany 

The problem was first observed 
on a large scale in West Germany 
in the late 1 970s. Since then, it has 
damaged an estimated 52 to 55 
'per cent of that country’s forests. 
At least 11 species of trees, both 
coniferous and deciduous, have 
been affected. The Germans call it 
waldsterben — forest death. 

That many species “sufferingon 
a subcontinental basis at the same 
time has never occurred anywhere 
in the world before,” says Ellis B. 
Cowling, associate dean for 
research at North Carolina State 
■University’s School of Forest 
Resources. 

Cowling, an authority on 


declining forests, testified last 
month at a U.S. House of 
Representatives subcommittee 
hearing on the effects of acid 

depositfon and other air pollutants 

on forest productivity. 

Cowling has written about the 
“widespread, simultaneous, and 
abrupt decrease” in the growth 
rate of certain conifers in the 
eastern United States, and about 
other symptoms of tree damage, 
especially at higher elevations. 

“We’re going to have to invest 
substantial money, and do it over 
time," he testified at the House 
bearing. 

Cowling's concern is shared by 
some members of Congress, 
among them Representative 
Charlie White ley. Democrat, 
North Carolina, chairman of the 
bouse Agriculture Subcommittee 
on Forests, Family Farms, and 
Energy, which held the hearing. 
Whitley and others have 
introduced bills to broaden forest 
research beyond just add rain. 

“ We feel that research in a lot of 
areas has been inadequate" says 
Whitley, who has travelled to 
Europe for a firsthand look at 
Waldsterben. In those forests i he 
says, “We're not j ust talking about 
losing a little bit of timber. “ We' re 
talking big bucks.” 

Many blame ozone 

Testimony showed “an 
increasing belief in the scientific 
community that ozone may be the 
prime culprit, as opposed to acid 
rain,” ' Whitley says. Significant 
reductions in ozone could save the 
UJS. forest industry $2 bOfion a 
year, be estimates. 

The problem on the two 


continents has become acute 
enough that the World Resources 
Institute and the International 
Institute for Environment and 
Development recently devoted a 
chapter to it in their report, 
“World Resources 1986." 

"What this means,” the report 
states, “is that no single pollutant 
control strategy is likely to be 
effective in dealing with forest 
decline — it will take nothing less 
than a total integrated mix of 
strategies and technologies, 
tailored for each region, to 
significantly improve air quality in 
Europe and North America." 

In 1982, as a result of a 1980 
law, a multi-agency effort called 
the National Add Precipitation 
Assessment Programme was 
organised in the United States. 

“Something’s happening thafs 
unexplainable," says Courtney 
Riordan, director of acid 
deposition for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. "It’s all based, 
on hunch.” If the assessment 
programme’s scientists are lucky, 
he says, their research may 
produce a “mother lode of 
information" on U.S. forest 
decline by 1988 or 1989. 

Cowling figures that, with 
extended financing, it’ll take us 
five or 10 years to find out what’s 
going on.” 

He doesn* t foresee the problem 
in North America becoming as 
acute as it is in Europe because 
conditions in the two continents 
are so different. Hie notes that the 
United States has lower pollution 
concentrations, different and 
more diverse tree species, deaner 
air, and lower population and 
automobile density than in 
Europe. 
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Razing the roof 

NOTHING is uglier than an ugly rooftop and how ugly some of the 
rooftops are in town. Often, the bouse is beautiful and 
eye-catch mg, but on the rooftop, more often than not, there is 
inevitably at least ooe zinc water tank marring the otherwise nice 
appearance if the budding. Even worse are some of those solar 
heating systems which often carry the name of the manufacturer 
painted m big letters so that they can be read from afar. 

Television antennas are also often very whimsical. So many 
“Eiffel” towers and other ludicrous iron and steel structures are 
erected on rooftops creating a ridiculous effect. 

Last, but certakily not least, are the columns of cement and sted 
jutting op on the roofs. Obviously, some of the landlords have 
plans to build another storey — one day. The messes that these 
rooftops represent are quite an eyesore. 

In Amman Munic ipality, officials tell me ti hat they have been 
frit frig a “tough” attitude towards unfinished haDdhigs and are 
refusing to issue occupancy certificates before the appearance of 
the teiBriing has been put in order. In the suburbs of the capital 
things are, to say the least, not so neat, tidy aud well-ordered. Sted 
rods, bars aid concrete pillars protrude from every rooftop and 
no-one seems to be bothered. W$y don’t the concerned authorities 
set a deadline, say five years from the date of licence, for the 
completion of the building or eliminating the columns that jut out. 

As for the wa ter tanks and solar heating systems, I am sure some 
way can be found to accommodate them in a nicer way. Above afl, 
it would be a pleasure to get rid of the cheap publicity symbols some 
carry. 


Ghosts of explorers live 
side by side with 
modern Antarctica 


By Philip Melchior 

Reuter 

CAPE ROYDS, Antarctica — Its 
timber bleached white by the 
weather, tile old wooden hut is full 
of (he ghosts of men who were first 
drawn to the Antarctic by the 
allure it still holds for many today. 

Sitting in a small hollow in a 
black and white landscape of rock 
and snow, looking out across 
ice-covered McMurdo Sound to 
the trans-Antarctic mountains, 
the hut was home to peihaps the 
greatest Antarctic explorer of all 
— Britain’s Ernest Shackleton. 

Elsewhere in the Antarctic, 
today’s explorers travel by 
helicopter and motorised 
toboggan. They wear high-tech 
clothing and use radios to keep in 
close contact with their 
centrally-heated bases. 

But here, preserved by the 
world’s coldest and driest climate, 
little has changed since 1909. 

■ In March that year Shackleton 
abandoned the hut when be left 
McMurdo Sound after failing by 
just 180 km to reach the South 
Pole. 

Three years later another 
Briton, Captain Robert Falcon 
Scott, and Norway’s Roald 
Amundsen raced each other to 
become the first man to reach the 
world’s southern-most point. 

Heavy felt inner-boots still sit in 
the snow porch with oddments of 
the harnesses from Shackleton’s 
Manchurian ponies. 

Inside,- cans of roast beef, 
kidney soup, Irish stew, bottles of 
raspberries and currants, and 
□umber one army rations cover 
the shelves. 

Two whole muslin -wrapped 
hams still bang in the kitchen 
alcove, and on the table copies of 
the illustrated London News 
record the election of British 
Prime Minister Herbert Asquith. 

The hut is dark and evocative. 
Only today’s icemen in their 
bright yellow, down-filled 
clothing distinguish it from 
contemporary photographs. 

A few miles further south along 
the coast of Ross Island at Cape 
Evans, stands the hut from which 
Scott launched his tragic bid for 
the pole, a race he lost to 
Amundsen before dying of 
starvation and exposure on his 
return. 

Like Shackleton’ s hut. It is a 
silent, poignant testimony to the 
privations and the endurance of 
the explorers who opened up the 
frozen wastelands of the coldest, 
windiest, driest place on earth. 

Gareth Wood, a 3 5 -year-old 
Canadian who , with two Britons in 
the “footsteps of Scott” 
expedition recreated the journeys 
of Scon and Shackleton last 
southern summer, told Reuters his 
predecessors' images are always 
there. 

Wood, spending a second year 
on the ice in a comfortable hut 
about 100 metres from Scott’s hut 
at Cape Evans, found it "a real 
privilege to be here on the same 
beach” as Scott. 

“We drew a lot of parallels, " he 

Self-sufficient but lonely and 
isolated, Wood and the two men 
with him — Stevie Bxoni and Tim 
Lovejoy — form a bridge between 
the past and present. 


If they want to travel the 32 km 
south to the United States' 
McMurdo station and New 
Zealand’s Scott base they have to 
walk or ski — a journey which has 
taken them less than five hours or 
as long as five days. 

Scott base, with a summer 
population about 100, and 
"Mactown" with about 1,100 
people, sit on either side of 
observation hill crowned by a 
cross commemorating Scott and 
his party. 

But in the modem Antarctic, 
there are few reminders of the 
“heroic age” other than framed 
photos on the wall, and, on the 
outskirts of bustling McMurdo, 
the slightly bedraggled remains of 
the hut that housed both 
Shackleton and Scon when they 
first came south together on 
Scott’s 1901-4 expedition. 

Stewart Guy, who is running 
Scon base and New Zealand’s 
Antarctic programme for the 
1986/87 season, told Reuters his 
major problem when the season 
began was to ensure base dwellers 
appreciated tire severity of the 
Antarctic. 

"I don’t think you can prepare 
people for the sheer intensity of 
the weather,” he said. 

Inside the base if s a warm , cosy , 
more-or-less normal lifestyle. But 
you step out through a 50 cm wall 
and you're in a dangerous, 
unforgiving environment.” 

“People look at the Antarctic 
and the great white wastes and 
they get a bit staiTy-eyed," Guy 
said. "They come here expecting 
to enjoy the scenery and perhaps 
don’t appreciate how hard it is to 
work here." 

In the summer, the 24-hour 
sunlight is disorientating, the 
extreme dryness hard to endure. 

Temperatures, even in 
McMurdo Sound can easily fall to 
a chill factor of 50 degrees 
centigrade below zero at this time 
of year. 

Mechanical transport, first 
introduced unsuccessfully to the 
Antarctic by Shackleton, is now a 
necessity. 

But it is still a problem. Engines 
can take days to thaw out if 
allowed to get cold, mechanics’ 
lives can be misery by working in 
conditions where the simple 
repairs can take five times as long 
as they would at home. 

Los Angeles electrician Marty 
Foss volunteered to spend a full 
year at the U.S. Amundsen-Scott 
South Pole base after seeing an 
advertisement in a local paper. 

Divorced not long before ... “it 
seemed like it could be a fun 
thing to do,” said the man who had 
previously never been further 
south than Tijuana, Mexico. 

Mactown has basketball reams, 
aerobics classes and a radio 
station, but most of the 
entertainment on both sides of 
observation hill is in the bar. 

But Captain Dave Srite, 
commander of the U.S. Navy’s 
operation Deep Freeze in the 
Antarctic, regards drink as less of 
a problem here than in most U.S. 
navy bases.. 

And for all its difficulties, the 
Antarctic still holds the same 
fascination that brought' 
Shackleton and Scott back after 
they swore they would never 
return. 
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Washington Bullets post 
112-97 win over Clippers 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jay Vincent scored 23 points in 
his first regular season appearance with Washington 
as the Bullets posted a 112-97 victory over the Los 
Angeles Clippers in the National Basketball 
Association. 


Vmcent,acquired by the Bullets 
in an offseason trade with the 
Dallas Mavericks, suffered a 
ruptured tendon in his right ring 
finger in the first quarter of 
Washington's opening exhibition 
game. 

He received help in leading the 
Bullets to Tuesday nightfs win 
from Rookie John Williams, who 
was shifted from forward to point 
guard. 

“This is what we wanted to. 
accomplish in October," coach 
Kevin Loughery said of his new 
lineup. “But because of injuries 
and several other things, it did not 
come about." 

Williams scored nine points, 
grabbed six rebounds and handed 
out five assists. 

Vincent, who played 3S 
minutes, was happy with his first 
official performance in 
Washington. 

“I think I handled myself well," 
Vincent said. 

Vincent may be able to take 
some of the scoring burden off the 
Malones — Moses and Jeff — 
either of whom has led the Bullets 
in scoring in 30 of 31 games this 
season. 

Moses Malone led the Bullets 
with 27 points in 28 minutes, while 
Jeff Malone bad 23 points and 
seven assists. 

Michael Cage led the Clippers 
with 20 points and a season-high 
18 rebounds. 

Koicks 118, Hawks 86 

New York's Gerald Wilkins 


didn’t outscore his brother, 
Dominique, but his team won. 

The Knicks guard had 19 
points, while the Hawks forward 
had three more, but the game was 
never as close as the brothers’ 
battle after halftime. 

Patrick Ewing finished with 31 
points to lead the Knicks to their 
fifth straight home game for the 
first time since March 1984. 

Bulls 99, Cavaliers 95 

Cleveland held Michael Jordan 
under 30 points for only the fifth 
time this season, but fire Bulls 
allowed the Cavaliers one field 
goal in 16 shots over the game's 
final 8:45. 

Jordan, who is averaging 37 3 
points per game, finished with 27 
as the Cavaliers lost their fourth 
straight. 

Charles Oakley added 15 points 
and 18 rebounds for the Bulls. 
Rookie Ron Harper led the 
Cavaliers with 22. 

Bucks 124, Nets 112 

The Bucks beat the Nets easily, 
but lost guard Paul Pressey with a 
dislocated right ring finger. Bucks 
team physician Dr. David Haskell 
said Pressey would be out of 
action for at least three weeks. 

Ricky Pierce scored 27 points 
and Terry Cummings and Craig 
Hodges added 24 each for the 
Bucks, who won their third 
st raigh t- Buck W illiams scored 18 
points and Orlando Woolridge 16 
to lead New Jersey. 

Pacers 101, Spurs 99 

A goal ten ding call against San 
Antonio's Artis Gilmore with 


points, 

Houstc 


Runner Coghlan is ‘ good’ after incident 


By Bert Rosenthal 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Ireland’s 
Eamonn Coghlan, the fastest 
indoor miler in history, says 
reports of possible 
career-threatening injuries when 
he was bitten by a dog in Dublin 
were greatly exaggerated. 

“The media scared a lot of 
people, more than the dog scared 
me," Coghlan said Tuesday by 
telephone from his suburban 
home. 

"The incident was bad enough; 
1 got bitten five rimes and bad my 
left hand broken. But afterward, 
people were writing that my 
career was possibly over, that I 
wouldn't be ableto run this indoor 
season, and by not running 
indoors, I would lose $75,000. 

"That’s not true. I had said 
afterward that if I missed 10 days 
of training, it could affect my 
indoorseason. I missed only two." 

Despite suffering three bites on 
the right leg, two on the left leg 


and a broken patella bone on the 
left hand, which required surgery 
and five stitches, the 34-year-old 
Coghlan is anxiously looking 
forward to the indoor season. 

He plans to run the mile next 
weekend in the Eastern Kodak 
Invitational in Johnson City. 
Tennessee, against 1976 Olympic 
1,500-metre gold medallist John 
Walker of New Zealand and Ray 
Flynn of Ireland. 

“ If I can’t get into full speed by 
then, I will change to the 
two-mile" Coghlan said. “I’ve 
trained too well to let this bother 
me. I’ve had worse things than dog 
bites. If 1 had a stress fracture, I 
would be more concerned.” 

Miraculously, Coghlan began 
training again only three days 
after the dog attacked him during 
a training run Dec. 27. His first 
workout, on a stationary bicycle, 
was followed the next day with an 
11 kilometre run, then 16 
kilometres on each of the 
succeeding three days. 

Goghlan’s most serious wounds 


IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM MUTA 
TRAVEL AND TOURISM OFFICE 
OFFICE MOVING 


are one of the right calf — which 
he said will be bandaged for about 
another month to ward off 
infection — and one on the left leg, 
where "the bandage might come 
off this weekend." 

“The wounds are deep. The one 
■on the back of the right calf is the 
most severe. You can still see the 
muscles through the skin. It’s 
about the size of a dime. They 
co ukin’ t stitch it up because there 
was dead tissue and an uneven cut. 
It could get more infected, if they 
did.” 

The first few days of training 
were extremely painful. 

“It felt Eke me muscles were 
tearing open where the holes are," 
Coghlan said. "It’s stOl not 
comfortable. I have to bold the 
musdes tight. If I relax, I feel some 
twinges. But my body has 
responded well. Each day it's 
getting better " 

“I feel good and I feel strong. 
The only thing I lost last week by 
missing those two days of training 
was some power. And by die end 
of this week, I should have that 
back. Each day, the pain is 
decreasing." 

Coghlan said the dog has been 
found and that he did not have to 
undergo painful rabies shots. 


Kenyans increase lead 
in Paris- Dakar Rally 


three seconds remaining gave the 
Phcers their fourth straight 
victoiy. 

Gilmore was called for 
interfering with a short jumper by 
Vein Fleming. Fleming’s shot 
came after San Antonio missed 
three shots in die previous 30 
seconds. 

Steve Stipanovich led the 
Pacers with 19 points, while 
Fleming had 17. San Antonio was 
led by Mike Mitchell and Johnny 
Dawkins with 24 points each. 

Warriors 118, Sockets 100 

Eric “Sleepy” Floyd scored 31 
points and handed out 1 1 assists to 
snap the Rockets’ three-game 
winning streak. 

Floyd connected on two 3-point 
field goals and scored three times 
on 3-point plays. Joe Barry 
Carroll added 22 points for the 
Warriors, while Terry Teagle and 
Chris Mullin, scored 21 and 15 


TAMANRASSET, Algeria (AP) 
— Kenyans Shekar Mehta and 
Mike Doughty in a Peugeot 205 
and France’s Cyril Neveu on a 
Honda increased their leads in the 
auto and motorcycle divisions of 
the Paris-Dakar Rally on 
Tuesday’s 560 kilometre Algerian 
stage. 

Mehta again set the fastest time 
for cars over the difficult southern 
Algerian tracks, while Italian 
Alessandro De Petri (Caviga) was 
the fastest rider. Second place in 
the stage gave Neveu, who has 
won four of the eight Paris-Dakar 
events to date, an increased 
overall lead. 

Big losers were the factory 
Mitsubishi Pajeros, as only last 
year’s joint winner Jean Da Silva 
of France arrived at the finish 
within two hours of the first car 


across the line, and more than an 
hour behind Mehta. 

The British team of Andrew 
Cowan and Johnstone Syer, 
second last year, had repeated 
shock absorber failures on tbeir 
Pajero, as did Da Silva and the 
third team car driven by France’s 
Hubert RigaL 

Their problems let tbeir rivals, 
the Range Rover driven by 
France’s Raoul Raymondis and 
Dani Ferret, into second place 
overall 

Going into Niger Wednesday, 
the terrain changes to much longer 
sandy stretches leading into the 
depths of the Sahara sand dunes, 
where the conventional 
four-wheel drive cars may have 
greater advantages over the 
Peugeot 


Houston was led by Lewis Lloyd 
with 23 points. 

Sopersonks 138, Suns 108 
Tom Chambers' 29 points led 
four Seattle players over 20 as the 
Supersonics registered their 
highest point total of the season. 

Xavier McDaniel added 28 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Seattle, while Alton Lister scored 
a season-high 25 and Dale F.n« 
added 21 . Phoenix’s Walter Davis 
finished with 29 points. 

Kings 112, Nuggets 104 
Otis Thorpe scored 27 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds as 
Sacramento snapped a five-game 
losing streak. Denver forward 
Alex English led all scorers with 
30 points. 

The game was played with one 
official after referee Tom Nunez 
fell and broke his right wrist with 
7:40 to gp in the first hall 


Snodin, Robson move to 
new English soccer clubs 


LONDON (AP) - Two 
prospective England midfielders 
-of the future, Ian Snodin and 
Stewart Robson, moved to new 
dubs Tuesday on a day of 
frenzied, big-money soccer 
transfer action. 

Snodin, who had been offered 
identical personal terms by 
Liverpool and Everton, the two 
Merseyside giants, finally opted 
for Everton after taking several 
days to deckle and moved from 
Second Division Leeds United for 
a fee of £840,000 ($126 million). 

Robson travelled across 
London to switch from 
championship leader Arsenal to 
West Ham for a fee of £700,000 
($1.05 million). 

Liverpool moved in for Snodin 
18 months ago when the 
midfielder was with Doncaster 
Rovers, but was beaten to bin that 
time by Leeds. The defending 
Eng lish League champion lost out 
ag ain when the player agreed to 
move to Everton. 

“It was a very difficult derision 
to make," said 22-year-old 
Snodin, who would have joined an 
array of international stars at 
either Merseyside club. 

“Everton are certainly as good 


as Liverpool at the moment They 
are ayouogsideand are capable of 
dominating foe race for honours in 
the late 1980’s. My decision is 
going to upset half of 
Merseyside." 

Everton currently stands 
second in the English First 
Division, four points behind 
Arsenal and six ahead of 
Liverpool 

Leeds United manager BQly 
Breamer said the cash from the 
Snodin deal would be used 
immediately to his club' £ 

push for promotion from the 
Second Division. 

Robson, a former England 
under-21 captain, has been 
troubled by a pelvic injury for 
more than a year and had doubts 
about his long-term future at 
Arsenal, which is four points clear 
at the top of the First Division. 

Reports said Robson had been 
unhappy at the club for some time 
and was not expected to be able to 
break back into the first team 
when he has recovered full fitness. 

West Ham manager John Lyall 
said Robson, a highl y competitive 
player, was back in training and 
should be ready "in seven to 10 
days." 


England wins cricket challenge 


PERTH. Australia (AP) — . A 
fourth wicket stand of 89 between 
Allan Lamb and skipper Mike 
Gatling ensured England would 
take most of the $61,000 prize, 
money in the Benson and Hedges 
Cricket Challenge at the WAC 
Ground on Wednesday. 

After a couple of early alarms, 
England coasted to a five-wicket 
victoiy with 9 .5 overe to spare in 
the final to re mi. in unbeaten in the 
competition and finish with 
529,000 in prize money. 

England, now a confident and 
supremely professional outfit as 
demonstrated by its easy Ashes 
Series win over Australia, took 
$20,000 from the final in addition 
to $9,000 for its three wins in the 
preliminary matches against 
Pakistan, the West Indies and 
Australia. 

Lamb and Gatting came 


together with England in some 1 . 
trouble 1 ' ; ai~ 3-47 y : bur took ■ 
advantage 'of Pakistan c^ptaax 
Imr an Khan’s curious use of his 
bowlers to set up a comprehensive 
England victory. 

They steered England to within 
30 runs of victory and from that 
point Pakistan had little chance. 

Imran used a group of his 
'weaker bowlers for the spare 10 
overs rather than use his four top 
men in an endeavour to bowl 
England out. 

Why he did not concentrate on 
his specialists and go all out for a 
win was mysterious because 
Pakistan had no chance of 
defending a total of 166 against a 
team containing David Gower, 
Lamb, Gatting and Tan Botham. 

It was finally Botham who hit 
the winning nuts and remained 
unbeaten on 23. 


India’s Dev 
scores historic 
‘double treble’ 

CUTTACK, India (AP) — Indian 
captain Kapil Dev became die 
second all-rounder in test cricket 
history to score a “double treble” 
Wednesday as India dmched its 
second consecutive innings victory 
over Sri Lanka. 

The Indians wrapped up the 
three-test series 2-0 minutes after 
the lunch break oq the fourth day 
of the match at Cuttack’s Barabati 
Stadium. 

Dev, the highest wicket taker in 
Indian history, became the second 
all-rounder in international 
cricket after Englishman Ian 
Botham to capture 300 wickets 
and score 3,000 runs in teste. The 
27-year-old star cricketer readied 
the landmark when he bowled Sri 
Ian Iran Rumesh Ratnayake in the 
morning. 

Dev passed the 3,000-run mark 
earlier, agd now has a test 
aggregate of 3,486 runs. It was 
Dev’s hurricane knock of 60 on 
the second day of the test match 
that turned me tide in India’s 
favour. ; 

Only six other international 
bowlers so far have readied the 
300-wicket landmark. They are 
Botham, with 365 wickets, 
Australian Denis Lillie, with 355, 
Richard Hadlee of New Zealand, 
with 334, Englishman Bob Willis, 
with 325, Lance Gibbs of the West 
Indies, with 309, and Fred. 
Trueman of England, with 307. 
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46 Presidential 
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9 Method 
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25 Start of a 
toast 

26 Morflfy 
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28 Garbo 
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chine button 

30 Actor Dam 
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38 r o nrw aar 
40 Without 
affection 


53 Wbe la awl 

54 Rue — Pate 

55 "Cabaret” Orey 
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Mandlikova advances in NSW Open 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) - 
Top-seed Hana Mandfikova of 
Czechoslovakia defeated South 
African Etna Reinach 6-1, 6-3 
Wednesday in the second round of 
the $150,000 New South Wales 
Open tennis tournament at White 
City. 

Mandlikova, 24, had too much 
power and variety for Reinach. 
She will meet lOth-seeded Wendy 
Turnbull of Australia on 
Thursday. 

Turnbull powered into the third 
round of the Grass Court 
Championships with a 6-1, 7-6 
triumph over her 17-year-old 
compatriot Nicole Provis. 

In other second-round action. 
South African teenager Dinky 
Van Rensburg upset 
eighth-seeded Robin White of the 
United States 6-3: 2-6, ^l, 
American -iAhh& 

; Patricia Hy of Hong Kong- 6-1, 
6-1, and Australian Anne 
Min ter struggled past Anne 
Hobbs of Britain 2-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Americans Zina Garrison and 
Lori McNeil advanced in the only 
third-round singles contests' 
completed Wednesday. 

Sixth-seeded Garrison breezed 
by fellow American Camille 
Benjamin 6-4, 6-2, while 
seventh-seeded McNeil edged 
compatriot Efise Burgin 6-1 , 4-6, 
6-2. 

Second-seeded Pam Shriver of 
the United States faces compatriot 
Gretchea Rush in the third round 
Thursday, while third-seeded 
Helena Sukova of Czechoslovakia 
meets American Anna- Maria 
Fernandez. 

Mandfikova said she expected 


“Tknow she can play a lot better 
than that," sbe said. 

Mandlikova expressed 
satisfaction with her serve, but 
said there was room for 
improvement in her service 
returns. 

Turnbull, her opponent 
Thursday, is a* dose personal 
friend and regular doubles 
partner. 

■ “But on the court, nobody is a 
friend," said Mandlikova, who 
will be trying to gam revenge for a 
loss to TbmbulJ in last year’s U-S. 
Open. 

Van Rensburg, who has 


improved her ranking from 350th 
to 69th during the past year, used 
a strong volleying game to defeat 
White. White, no. 16 in the world, 
is the highest ranked player the 
South African has defeated. 

"Winning against someone in 
the top 20 is a real confidence 
boost,'* said the 18-year-old from 
Johannesburg. 

Van Rensburg said sbe knew 
.she needed to remain calm in the 
final set. 

“I didn’t want to force 
anything,” she said. ‘T knew I just 
had to win the crucial points and 
get my passing shots in.’’ 


INTERNATIONAL, MULT I PRODUCT ORGANISATION. REQUIRES 

SALESMEN 

HAVING A CAR & HOLDING JORDANIAN NATIONALITY 
ISA NECESSITY 

HIGHLY. ATTRACTIVE INCENTIVE SCHEMES FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 


WE NEED “EAGLES" NOT CHICKENS. 


WE’LL GIVE YOU THE WINGS.BUT ONLY IF YOU DESIRE TO FLY. 
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The Mu’ta Travel and Tourism office is pleased to 
announce to its customers that its offices have been 
relocated from the Marriott Hotel to new premises 
opposite the Plaza Hotel and the Housing Bank Centre. 
It is our pleasure to receive you and we are at your 
service daily from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Mu’ta Travel and Tourism, Queen Noor Street, 
opposite the Plaza Hotel and the Housing Bank 
Centre 
Tel: 667592 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

•U^OON (R) — Following are fee baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
me London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 14735/45 

One US. dollar 13728/33 

2.9270/80 
2.1760/70 
1.6215/25 
40.15/20 
6.4170/220 
13495/13503 
158.15/25 
6.7675/7725 
73850/900 
73050/100 

One ounce of gold 398.90/399.40 


US. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 

B elgian franrs 

French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U3. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities continued to firm throughout the 
session on strong institutional demand fuelled by Wall Street’s 
recent record performance. 

At 1423 GMT the FTSE 100 share index stood just 0.2 below 
its previous closing high of 1,717.6 reached on April 3 last year 
but the mixed opening on Wall Street Wednesday dampened 
market enthusiasm somewhat, dealers added. 

“It’s the most impressive days trading since big bang,” one 
equity trader said. At 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 had gained a net 
22.7 points to 1,713.4 while at 1500 GMT fee FT 30 had added 
16.6 points to 1350.9. 

Pharmaceutical stocks featured, wife Fisons 26p higher at 561 
and Glaxo 57p better at 1.149, both on brokers* 
recommendations. Reckitt and Colman added 17p to 895 in 
sympathy. 

Major gainers included IC1. up 35p at 1,126, BAT 18p at 480, 
BASS 22p at 760, BPB industries 16p at 559 and Tarmac 15p to 
445. Blue Circle added 17p to 705 on speculation that Adelaide 
Steamship may increase its stake in the company. 


T 'W' YOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Rightar Institute M 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JAN. S, 1S87 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Implement those new 
ideas that you have been considering by putting them 
into detailed and practical execution. Financial jdens get 
successful attention today. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A fine day to get all of 
your affairs better organized. Proceed without fear and 
be safe. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make sure to get your 
health and appearance i m p roved so that you can make 
your activities more successful. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get in touch with suc- 
cessful advisors and gain the knowledge you need to 
prosper at a personal leveL 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You can get 
good suggestions from your fricmdn today. Utilize them 
wisely for fine results. * 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A good day to be more ac- 
tive in business. Go to an mfhwntial person for a favor 
and get it easily. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Your intuition is fine to- 
day. You can gain a better attitude that vriH bring you 
more success with others. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You can make sales or 
purchases with or from those in the same Kne of work 
as you. Be happy today. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 28 to Nov. 21) Enow what it is that 
your associates desire and assist them in their needs. 
You will get reciprocal support. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you persevere 
in your endeavors, you can make this a profitable and 
satisfying Thursday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) The amusements 
you desire should be practical- Be sure to do somet hin g 
thoughtful for your mate. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Study your abode 
and see how you can make it more attractive. Invite' 
guests in tonight. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be sure to reply to im- 
portant letters. Be clever in making out statements. 
Precision is the key today. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JAN. 0, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today is very good for 
meeting with those who have the power to grant you 
any materialistic favors. Don’t forget to relax and un- 
wind after a tense day. .... 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Talk over with bankers 
how beet to invest your holdings. After a lot of study- 
ing, don’t be careless. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Contact ydur most 
prominent friends and gain tfaar assistance where a per- 
sonal matter is concerned. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Show more gentility 
with your mate. An important person can be very 
supportive of you today. . .. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Seek the 
assistance of those in portions of power to bsip you gain 
some personal aims. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get busy an credit and 
business affairs. Stop hiding your fine personality. Keep 
away from expensive pleasures. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Dig into new interests 
that can make life mote interesting and profitable for 
you. Be diplomatic. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Go after some strong 
desires with your pal and they can be realized with 
relative ease. Relax tonight. . 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Get together with a 
partner and aocompfiah just about anything. Extend 

^^GHTAMUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 21) You can add to 
year income by taking on an second job. Have a talk 
with co-workers and understand each other. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get your finest 
talents to the attentio n of in fl uen ti al people. They can 
point you in the right direction. 

AQUARIUS pan. 21 to Feb. 19) Convene with km 
and come to a better undmatanding over finances . Be 
Jumpy with friends tonight- 

PISCES (Fteb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get m touch with those 
who can best assist yon in gainmg your fondest ambi- 
tions. Be careful in traveL _ 

IF YOUR frHn n IS BORN TODAY ~ he or ahrrill 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Tourism to Israel drops by 13% 

TEL AVIV (R)— Tourism to Israel dropped 13 percent in 1986 
compared with fee previous year. Israeli tourism sources said 
Wednesday. Official figures showed feat 1,101,000 tourists 
visited Israel in 1986, compared, with 1,264,000 in 1985. The 
biggest drop was among tourists from North America, by far the 
biggest spenders. There were 44 percent fewer tourists from the 
United States and 27 per cent fewer from Canada. Tourism from 
Europe dropped by three per cent but foe number of tourists from 
Argentina doubled. 

Lebanese fuel prices rise 60-100% 


BEIRUT (R) — Fuel prices in Lebanon were increased by 
between 60 and 100 per cent Wednesday. Economy, Trade and 
09 Minister Victor Kassir announced feat each 20 litres of petrol 
will cost 190 instead of 115 pounds — an increase of about 70 per 
cent. Fuel oil will cost 162 instead of 105 pounds for each 20 litees 
— a rise of about 60 per cent The price of butane gas has been 
increased by 100 per cent — 100 instead of 50 pounds for a 
cylinder containing 10 kilogrammes. No reason was given for fee 
increases but they follow a deep slump of fee pound which has lost 
more than 78 per centof its value over the past 12 months because 
of fee persisting political instability. Fuel is among items 
subsidised by fee treasury and the government has been 
complaining about serious shortage of income due to anarchy and 
militia rule. 

U.S. car production declines by 4.4% 

DETROIT — The United States produced almost eight 
mil Bon cars in 1986, a 4.4 per cent decline from 1985, auto 
industry figures show. The decline was entirely due to lower 
production by the giant General Motors Corporation which laid 
off thousands of workers in the face of slowing rales and a slipping 
hold on fee U3. market. Despite fee lower production of 7.83 
milEon, dealers and manufacturers are expected to have record 
sales of about 16 million cars and trucks, eclipsing last year's 
record 15.72 million sales of domestic and imported models. Ford 
Motor Company and Chrysler Corporation showed an increased 
output of cars in the figures. Analysts forecast that car production 
by the U3. industry will ease farther in 1987 as market demand 
eases and new cars imported from Korea, Mexico and Brazil 
become available. 

Wage gap in S. Africa exceeds 300% 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — White workers earned at least three 
times as much as blacks in several South African industries in 
1986, according to government figures published Wednesday. 
The figures, coimnnmg the trend of past years, show that whites m 
the motor industry earned average monthly salaries of 1,556 rand 
($716), compared with 384 rand ($177) for Macks. White hotel 
employees earned an average 901 rand ($414) against 263 rand 


Newspaper printers begin strike in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Printers of all the daily newspapers began a 
48-hour strike Wednesday in support of wage claims, said union 
i secretary-general Mejr Goldstein. The walkout means feat none 
erf Israels nine major, dailies will appear Thursday or Friday, 
Golds tem said in a telephone interview. The strike was called by 
fee newspaper press workers and was supported by the national 
union after publishers and printers failed to reach agreement on 
wage compensation for new co mpu te ri sed print technologies. 

Cuba outlines austerity measures 

MIAMI (AP) — The Cuban government has outlined price 
increases and sweeping cutbacks in food rations, gasoline and 
television programming, as well as an end to coffee breaks for 
workers, according to published reports. The Cuban populace was. 
told in Granma, fee Communist Parly newspaper, that the 
economic measures are needed to spur productivity, balance the 
budget and increase Cuba’s reserves of hard currencies, fed 
Miami News reported in Tuesday's editions. The announcement 
followed several speeches by President Fidel Castro in which he 
warned the country that economic hardships lie ahead. He also 
criticised productivity levels. President Castro, now in his 28th 
year in power, blames Cuba’s trade woes on the low market price 
of sugar and oiL two of fee island's mam exports. 


UAE finance 
minister urges 
further cuts 
in spending 

ABU DHABI (R) — 
Government ministries in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
should cut spending further this 
year to reduce a budget deficit 
caused by lower oil revenues. 
Finance Minister Hamdan Ibn 
Rashid A1 Maktoum was quoted 
Wednesday as saying. 

Further cooperation was 
required to prepare the 1987 
budget and the need to rationalise 
spending had become urgent, he 
told the semi-official A1 Ittfead 
newspaper. 

He said he bad told ministries to 
cancel all unnecessary 
expenditure from drafts of their 
individual 1987 budgets. 

Sheikh Hamdan said after a 
cabinet session on Monday the' 
1987 budget was expected to be 
smaller than in 1986. when it was 
the lowest for in seven years. 

As in fee past four years, no 
money would be allocate for new 
projects, be said. 

In a federal decree issued 
Wednesday, President Zaid Ibn 
Sultan M Nahyan said the 

^asis of the 1986 budget until fee 
1987 budget was finalised. 

Monthly spending was 
approved at one-twelfth of the 
1986 total, which was set at 
14.023 biliion diihams ($3.81 
billion) last October after a 
10-month delay. 

The 1986 deficit was estimated 
at 1.186 bfifion dirhams ($320 
million). 

Sheikh Hamdan said the delay 
in issuing last year’s budget was 
caused by a decline in revenues in 
addition to deficits »rmnni1au»H 
from previous years. 

Economic sources said it had 
fee benefit of cutting expenditure 
because ministries were oonfined 
to specific monthly spending. 


WFC chief 
calls for more 
world equality 
in food policy 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) - 
The chairman of fee World Food 
Council (WFC) Tuesday called for 
an agreement among major food 
producers on a more ' balanced 
world food market 

“We are concerned about the 
disorder on the world food 
market,” Chairman Henri Nallet 
told a news conference. 

He was speaking aftera meeting 
of the WFtZTs bureau in Brussels 
and talks wife leaders of fee 
European Community. WFC is a 
United Nations body. 

“The situation is worsening,” 
Mr. NaDet added, “since fee trade 
conflict among Mg producers has 
eliminated smaller ones. Big 
northern producers have fee 
technical and financial means to 
remain on the market by 
subsidising their exports, others 
do not have that capacity.” 

“This is not fair,” the former 
French agriculture minister said. 
“ Developing countries cannot sell 
anymore while they need foreign 
currency to reimburse their debt" 


W. Germany rejects French 
pressure to appreciate mark 

BONN (R) —West Germany Wednesday ruled out a 
revaluation of the mark despite massive French 
pressure on Bonn to restore calm to Europe’s foreign 
currency markets. 


Economics Minister Martin 
Bangemann told reporters the 
West German currency was very 
strong but had an “appropriate 
value” within the European 
Monetary System (EMS) at the 
present time. 

“There is no reason to revalue 
the mark ” be said. 

Despite intervention by both 
the West German central bank, 
fee Bundesbank, and the Bank of 
France Wednesday, fee French 
franc and the Danish crown 
remained weak. 

Dealers reported continuing 
strains within fee EMS, a system 
in which eight West European 
currencies float against each other 
inside specified limits which were 
last realigned in April last year. 
The aim of the EMS is to prevent 
wild fluctuations in exchange 
rates. 

At the official currency “fixing" 
in Frankfurt Wednesday the franc 
was set at 30.035 marks per 100 
francs, just above its intervention 
floor of 30.030. 

The dollar, under p-.essure 
because of a huge United States 
trade deficit and domestic political 
concern over fee future of the 
Reagan administration, was fixed 
at 1 .9283 marks in Frankfurt and 
the Bundesbank supported fee 
U3. currency in what dealers saw 
as an effort to defuse upward 
pressure on the mark. 

Foreign exchange dealers have 
linked the franc’s plight to 
France's political difficulties 
caused by a wave of strikes. 

The mark has also benefited 
from fee falling U3. dollar and at 
the rime surged against the 
French currency, which this week 


plunged to its lowest permitted 
level in fee EMS. 

Gold was fixed in thin trading in 
London Wdnesday at S399.50 an 
ounce, $2.05 down on Tuesday's 
close. 

Tuesday, French Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac launched 
an attack on West German 
authorities, accusing them of 
eggotism for not doing more to 
stabilise exchange rates. 

“There is a crisis of the mark 
and nor of the franc — it is up to 
fee Germans to take action." he 
said, in a remark currency dealers 
interpreted as a call for the mark’s 
revaluation. 

Under the rules of EMS, set up 
in 1979 to maintain currency 
stability in Europe, central banks 
are obliged to intervene on fee 
markets when member currencies 
reach predetermined limits. 

Mr . Bange mann said the 
Bundesbank was doing its duty in 
the context of fee EMS and 
intervening to defend the French 
franc. 

Economists say intervention is a 
short-term measure to calm 
currency moves and they believe 
monetary authorities alone cannot 
counter strong market trends in 
the long term. 

Bonn's refusal to increase the 
value of fee West German mark 
follows hard on the heels of 
Tuesday's announcement from 
Paris that the French would not 
devalue the franc. 

However, foreign exchange 
dealers and economists say feat 
some form of realignment within 
the EMS is now inevitable and 
predict a battle of wills between 
Paris and Bonn. 



Martin Bangemann 

One senior dealer at a West 
German bank in New York said 
Tuesday night a five per cent 
currency adjustment, including a 
two per cent revaluation of the 
mark and a three per cent 
devaluation of fee franc was 
already built into the market. 

Ms.' Ute Geipel. the chief 
economist at the U3. Citibank in 
Frankfurt suggested Bonn was 
just delaying the inevitable until a 
general election in West Germany 
on Jan. 25. 

Ms. Geipel said: “There will be 
a unilateral revaluation of the 
mark shortly after fee election." 
The West German authorities 
would try to support the franc but 
this would only be possible for a 
limited period, she said. 

Economists say Bonn's 
centre-right government will be 
reluctant to revalue the mark 
before the elections in order not to 
anger fee country's powerful 
conservative farmers, who would 
lose out to competitors from 
countries with weaker currencies. 

Mr. Max Zurek. chief 
economist at the German 
Fanners' Association, has said a 
unilateral revaluation of the mark 
would draw protests from the 
agricultural community. 


‘Foreign debts burden Indonesia 


JAKARTA (R) — Mounting 
foreign debts are becoming an 
increasing burden to Indonesia, 
with debt-servicing now gobbling 
almost a third of fee country's 
1987/88 budget. Western and 
Indonesian bankers and 
economists said Wednesday. 

The growing overseas debt is 
starting to set alarm bells ringing. 
“The government cannot 
continue to borrow heavily from 
overseas without endangering the 
foundation of the economy," the 
Jakarta newspaper warned in an 
editorial Wednesday. 

Indonesia, South East Asia’s 
leading oil exporter and a major 
world supplier of tin. rubber, 
coffee and palm oil. is being forced 
to rely more heavily on foreign aid 
and loans to make up for the 
dramatic slump in revenues from 
ofl and commodities. 

Announcing the budget for the 
coming financial year to 
parliament Tuesday, President 
Suharto said fee amount allocated 
for foreign debt-servicing had 
jumped by 61 per cent to 6,760 
billion rupiah ($4.09 billion) — 
almost a third of the overall 
budget. 

The figure has rocketed in 
rupiah terms because of a 31 per 


cent devaluation of the 
Indonesian currency last 
September and the strength of the 
Japanese yen and some European 
currencies. President Suharto 
said. 

President Suharto, who has 
steered Indonesia towards 
stability and development over 
fee past 20 years, said it was a 
matter of honour for Jakarta to 
repay its debts so that it couki 
maintain fee confidence of the 
international financial 
community. 

“Precisely by honouring the 
obligation of debt-servicing, we 
gain the confidence of the world ” 
the 65-year-old president 
declared. 

But falling oil revenues mean 
that debt-servicing is taking up a 
growing portion of fee budget, 
forcing the government to slash 
development programmes, 
including the building of schools 
and hospitals, and freezing the pay 
of the civil service and fee armed 
‘forces for the second successive 
year. 

Ofl and gas in recent years have 
accounted for 70 per cent of 
export revenues, but in fee coming 
year this will slump to under 50 
percent, Fmance Minister Radius 


Prawiro said. 

Last year's crash in oil prices, 
plus continuing low prices for 
many of Indonesia's traditional 
commodity exports, has resulted 
in one of the most austere budgets 
since the oil-boom of the early 
1970s, officials said. Indonesia is 
the only Asian member of fee 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

“The marginal increase of 6.4 
per cent in overall expenditure is 
more than eroded by the giant 
leap in debt-servicing," said one 
banker. 

Officials say Indonesia's 
debt-servicing ratio, which 
measures the cost to fee country of 
servicing foreign debts as a 
percentage of export earnings, is 
approaching 40 per cent. 
Anything above 20 per cent is 
considered by bankers to be high. 

Indonesia's current debt profile 
is not approaching Latin 
American proportions, and 
Jakarta signed a S350 million 
syndicated loan in Tokyo. 

But fee won y is that Indonesia 
is sinking into deeper debt, with 
little indication that the 
government can significandy shift 
the basis of fee economy away 
from its dependence on ofl. 


thorough education and add psychology to help this 


a cuarougn eoucauuu aw « 
one in conqirehBndizig hums 
benefit from a prop®’ dieL 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: IVORY TOXIN HECKLE SALUTE 

Answer Why mekxtoe couldn't be distirted at dinner— 
HIS HONOR WAS AT "STEAK" 
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Misuari wants outsiders 
to monitor Filipino plebiscite 


MANILA (R) — Muslim guerrilla leader Nur 
Misuari said Wednesday he would not allow the 
government to supervise a plebiscite on autonomy 
for the southern Philippines and hinted he wanted 
the vote monitored fay outsiders. 

Hie Mora National liberation 
Front (MNLF) chairman told 
Reuters bjrtelephone from Sa u d i . 

Arabia that be would renew his 
fightfor secession in the south if 
peace tallrs with Manila broke 
down because of obstacles placed 
in the way of peace by MNLF 
opponents inside and outside the 
government 

“Will the United Nations 
willingly come to supervise the 
plebiscite? Are they (the 
Philippine government) going to 
allow a third party to supervise?'' 
said Misuari, speaking from 
Jeddah. 

“Certainly they (the 
government) won't allow the 
MNLF to conduct the plebiscite. 

Neither are we ready to allow the 
Philippine government to conduct 
it, knowing the sad experiences of 
the past," the 45-year-old rebel 
leader added. 

Misuari was referring to charges 
of corrupt electoral practices 
under deposed President 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

In talks last week in Saudi 
Arabia, the MNLF agreed with 
government representatives to 
discuss “full autonomy" for 
Mindanao, Basflan, Tawi-Tawi, 

Palawan and the Sulu Islands m 
return for the MNLF dropping its 
demand for independence. 


The government and Misuari 
both say only those directly 
affected by autonomy would be 
qualified to vote in any plebiscite, 
which would be held sometime 
after the Feb. 2 national 
referendum on a new Philippine 
constitution. 

Meanwhile former Defence 
Minister Juan Ponce Etude, 
sacked by Philippine President 
Corazon Aqumo after his 
followers were linked to rumours 
of a coup plot, said Filipinos had 
peacefully ousted Ferdinand 
Marcos and there was no reason 
“we can’t do it again." 

Mr. Enrile, who led last 
February's civilian-backed 
military revolt that ended 
President Marcos’ rule, made the 
remark in a speech to a civic club 
Tuesday night. 

"If we have succeeded to 
replace the okl regime with a new 
one in a peaceful manner during 
the revolution in February, there 
is no reason why we can’t do it 
again," Mr. Enrile said. 

Asked if he meant there should 
be another revolution, this time 
against Mrs. Aqnino, Mr. Enrile 
snapped at a reporter: "I didn't 
say that. Where did you get that 
siUy idea?" 

Mr. Enrile said be doubted] 


whether Mrs. Aquino would 
succeed in her peace talks with 
Communist rebels and predicted 
she would soon draw “her sword 
of war.” He said th» could happen 
even before a current 60-day 
ceasefire ends on jFeb. 71 

Mr. Enrile, fired in November, 
has been travelling around the 
country urging people to reject a 
proposed constitution that would 
give Mrs. Aquino a six-year term. 

Mr. Enrile said he learned from 
his trip to southern Mindanao last 
week that‘‘a very large segmentof 
the military organisation” in the 
area, including field command era, 
was campaigning a gains t the new 
charter. 

A Philippines newspaper 
reported Wednesday that 
Communist rebels said the Soviet 
Union offered to give them money 
and weapons, but they rejected 
the aid because of conditions 
attached by the Soviets. 

The Manila Bulletin said rebel 
officials on the Bataan peninsula 
disclosed the offer during a news 
conference Tuesday. The 
newspaper said die rebel officials 
refused to explain why they 
rejected the offer. 

The newspaper’s report 
identified the rebels as Javier 
Domingo of the National 
Democratic Front fNDF) and 
RicarcU. Silvestre of the New 
People’s Army (NPA). 

"Had we accepted it, perhaps 
we could have attained our goal 
sooner than- what our timetable 
had set for it,” Dbmmgp was 
quoted as saying. 


CIA director has difficulty speaking 


WASHINGTON (R) - CIA 
Director WOEam Casey, who 
underwent surgery for a 
cancerous brain tumour last 
month, has difficulty speaking and 
suffers from weakness on the right 
side of his body, a hosp ital 
spokesman has said. 

But both problems were 
improving since Mr. Casey 
underwent surgery on Dec. 18 for 
removal of the tumour from the 
left side of his brain, said 


Georgetown University Hospital 
spokesman Tim Sites. 

“ He has begun radiation 
therapy which will continue for a 
number of weeks for treatment of 
the Lymphoma." Sites 1 said 
Tuesday. 

He said Casey, 73, who was 
rushed to the hospital Dec. 15 
after he suffered a seizure at 
'Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) headquarters, “remains in 
stable condition and continues to 


Greek soldier reportedly 
wounded by smugglers 


ATHENS (R) - A Greek border 
guard was wounded in an 
exchange of fire with smugglers 
who tried to cross into Greece 
from Turkey in the Evros. region 
of north-eastern Greece, Greek 
state-run radio said Wednesday. 

There was no other information 
on die incident, which occured 
Tuesday night in the same area 
where two Turkish soldiers and 
one Greek were killed in shooting 
incidents last month. 

In Ankara, the Ttakish Foreign 
Ministry said it knew nothing of 
the incident. 

The independent Hurriyet 
News Agency reported Tuesday 
night, however, that Turkish 
security forces had detained a 


group of five people, including an 
armed forces deserter, seeking to 
flee across the border. 

It made no reference to any 
shooting and did not say how near 
the border the five were seized. 

Gendarmerie private M ahrm it 
Taskiran , once jailed as a member 
of die banned Turkish left-wing 
group Dev-Yol (Revolutionary 
Way), had gone on a robbery 
spree with friends after fleeing his 
unit with aims and ammunition, 
last month, the agency said. 

Hie had a combat rifle and 98 
rounds of ammunition when held 
at the village of Begendik in the 
border province of Kesan, it 
added. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦A98 VAJ1073 08 4KJ65 

The bidding has proceeded! 

North East South West 

I * 2* ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It is tempting to double two 
clubs, especially since you will still 
be a 3-to-l favorite to win the rub- 
ber. However, the opponents are 
not vulnerable and your side cer- 
tainly has at least a game. The pen- 
alty you get might not be sufficient 
compensation for missing a game 
or slam. Bid two hearts to start a 
probe for the right spot. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*J 10652 ?Q9873 07 *K 6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

3 0 3 NT Pass ? 

What action do you cake? 

A. — It is quite possible your side 
has a 5-3 fit in one of the majors. 
Even so, there is no guarantee you 
can take 10 tricks in that suit, since 
the preempt makes it likely that 
suits are going to break badly. Be- 
sides, partner didn't invite you 
into the auction — he could have 
doubled. Pass — your smattering of 
high cards should be enough to en- 
able him to make his contract. 


Q.3 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*QJ8 ?75 <M10G2 4A876 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 <7 Dble ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If you pass now, you might 
never be able to tell partner you 
have some useful values — you 
might have to decide whether to 
act at the three-level when next 
the bidding gets around to you. Bid 
one no trump now. That describes 
your shape and strength, and puts 
partner in a position to extract a 
penalty should the opponents get a 
trifle presumptuous. 

<M — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


4K983 VKJ 0A52 4Q983 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1? 30 3 NT Pass 

4* Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — There can be only two reasons 
why partner took^anjnitof three 
no trump: either his hand is very 
distributional or very powerful. In 
either case, your hand could hard- 
ly be better for him, with little if 
any wasted values. You can get 
that message across by cue-bidding 
four diamonds. 

QJi — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4972 <794 0AK6 4KQ1052 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East 800 th West 

10 14 2 4 Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a very good hand in 
support of diamonds, but not 
enough to guarantee an 11-trick 
contract. Therefore, you do not yet 
want to take, the hand beyond 
three no trump. Since you have al- 
ready freely made a two-over-one 
response, there is no need now to 
bid more than three diamonds. 
With major-suit stoppers, partner, 
can convert to three no trump, and 
you will be delighted to play there. 

Q .6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ10542 7Q93 085 472 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 S? Pass 1 4 Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — With your unbalanced hand 
and length in the majors, you cer- 
tainly don't want to play in no 
trump. Therefore, it is simply a 
question of whether you should 
rebid your spades or support 
partner's suit. Since supporting 
partner's hearts is the more en- 
couraging of the two actions, and 
promises five spades in this auc- 
tion, we would opt for a preference 
to two hearts and promises five 
spades. 


convalesce.” 

Sites said he coaid not 
elaborate, addingrhat the hospital 
would issue no further 
information unless Mr. Casey’s 
condition changed. 

Eaiiier Tuesday, die While 
House refused to comment on a 
report that Mr. Casey was unable 
to speak and insisted there were 
no plans to find a new chief for the 
spy agency. 

“There’s just not anything 
being done on that” -White House 
spokesman Lany Speak es said 
when asked if the administration 
was seeking a Replacement. 

He added that White House 
Chief of Staff Donald Regan "told 
me this morning there is nosearch 
under way.” 

Asked if Mr. Casey was 
expected to resume his duties,” 
Mr. Speakes said, “thatremains to 
be seen.” 


Pentagon: 

Stealth 

missile 

deployment 

plans 

under way 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Defence . -Secretary; Caspar 
Weinberger has said the Pentagon 
was moving trf deploy a 
radar-evading “Stealth” version 
of the US. cruise missil e and that 
deployment of die Stealth bomber 
was on schedule for the early 
1990s. 

Mr. Weinberger said. KJ. 
Sawyer US. Air Force Base near 
Marquette, Michigan, had been 
selected as the site for the first 
deployment of the Stealth missile, 
which is known formally as the 
Advanced Guise Missile. 

Pentagon spokesman Robert 
Sims said later that the new missile 

would begin arriving at the base by 
1989, but that preparations fix 
deployment erf the new weapon 
would start withm the year. 

Mr. Weinberger, in an interview 
with several reporters, was asked 
about the bomber and missile 
programmes in the wake of 
Mondays’s submission to 
Congress of the Defence 
Department 's fiscal 1988 budget 
proposal. 

That budget disclosed the 
Pentagon would request $89 
3 million in fiscal 1988 to build 
support facilities at Whiteman Air 
Force Base, Missouri, for the first 
wing of Stealth bombers. That was 
the first indratiob provided by the 
Pentagon of a h««ng derision tot 
the plane. 

The advanced technology, or. 
Stealth, hrowhgr is an aircraft 

Agripmri tn wpg radar detection. 
Stealth is actually a term applied 
to a variety of technologies and 
rifgjgpn flint are combined to 
provide N the radar-evading 
capability. They include such 
thing s as foe use of a rounded 
shape, radar-absorbing materials 
on foe wmgs md fuselage and 
engines "blended” into the 
fuselage. 

Both the Stealth bomber and 
Stealth missil e p ro gram mes are 
hjghly classified and the Pentagon 
in foe past 1ms Awe little more 
than a c kno w ledge their e xi stence. 
Published reports have indicated, 
however, the bomber resembles a 
flying wing and that limited 
production of the first model 
Stealth, nrimge began in 
1986. 


Human rights campaigners 
foil Czechoslovak police 

PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovak 
Commimist authorities mounted a 
major but only partly successful 
police operation in a bid to 
prevent a news conference by die 
human righto movement Charter 
77 maifcng its 10th anniversary. 

Several Charter spokesmen 
evaded the police Tuesday night' 
and addressed foreign 
correspondents in a private 
apartment 

Police detained .at least five- 
prominent Charter figure, for 
some bonis and stopped others 
leaving their homes during the 
evening to attend the news 
conference at which three new 


spokesmen were named for 1987. 

A six-page statement was also 
issued, expressing hope for 
greater democracy after years of 
political stalemate following foe 
1968 Warsaw Pact invasion which 
ended the “Prague spring” reform 
period. 

Durng the news conference the 
electricity supply to the apartment 
was suddenly turned off. 

of candles that had been useefto 
illuminate a Christmas tree in the 

flat 

Plain-do foes police checked 
the identity papers of journalists 
as they left. 


Varig crash survivor says 
passengers burned to death 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — 
Many passengers on foe Varig 
” 707 that crashed here 


shortly after takeoff survived the 
impact bat were burned alive in 
the fire that followed, said the 
accident’s sole survivor. 

hi an interview with Ivory Coast 
television, Ivorian Physical 
Education Instructor Neuba 
Yessoh said he escaped the flames 
from Saturday's crash by crawling 
from the wreckage of the plane’s 
fuselage. 

Yessoh, who was sitting in foe 
rear of foe plane, said Tuesday he 
helped another man, British 
National Ahmad Wansa, get out 
through -an emergency exit. 
Wansa died Tuesday morning en 
route to a Paris hospital after 
suffering bums over more than 
half of his body. All other 49 
passengers and crew died in the 
crash. 

The Rio de Janeiro-bound 
jetliner went down in a heavily 
wooded area 20 kilometres from 
Abidjan shortly after takeoff eariy 

Saturday morning. 

Yessoh, speaking slowly 
through cracked and blistered lips, 
-said he. had suffered heavy 
bums on his arms and feet and 
lung damage from smoke 
inhalation. 

He had tried to save other 
but "foe flames got so 
there was no possibility to 
return to get those who were 
crying out,” he said. 

He confirmed earlier reports 
that an engine had caught fire 
shortly before foe cradi. Varig 
officials had said earlier the pilot 
had radioed the Abidjan Control 


Tower to say he was having 
problems and was returning to the' 
airport when the plane went 
down. 

The university instructor said 
foe first evidence of anything 
wrong was when he “felt several 
jolts" after which the crew 
instructed passengers to fasten 
their seat belts. The crew then 
announced the plane had 
problems and would be returning 
to Abidjan. 

Shortly after that, he said, the 
engine caught fire and foe airliner 
cradled. Yessoh said when foe 
engine caught fire he heard “cries 
and screams for help. It was every 
man for himself” 

Varig officials have declined to 
comxnenton the investigation into 
the cause of the crash, which is 
being conducted jointly by 
Brazilian, American and Ivorian 
officials. 

The investigators met late into 
the night Tuesday and were 
unavailable for comment. The 
airline’s chief of operations. 
Antonio Jose Schittini Pinto said 
earlier Tiesday that foe airliner’s 
flight recorder had been found but 
the search was continuing for the 
plane’s voice recorder. 

The fE^U recorder monitors the 
plane’s altitude, speed, fuel 
pressure, vibration and other 
technical details of the Sight The 
voice recorder keeps a record of 
foe last thirty minutes of cockpit 
conversation. Both recorders, 
known as "black boxes" are seen 
as foe key to establishing foe 
sequence of events in the plane’s 
final minutes of fligh t 


U.S. proposes arms 
sales to six countries 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
H-S c government ton Tuesday 
proposed arms sales to six 
countries — Egypt, Spain, 
Greece, Turkey, England and 

fliinft 

The Deface Department, in a 
formal stateiuentoTnft tffigatyiy i to 
Cbngiess, said it was prepared to 
sell China radar and radio sets of a 
type used to locate hostile artillezy 
units. 

The transaction is valuedat$62 
million “and will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national 
security of foe United States fay 
helping to improve the security of 
a friendly country ” said the 
statement released at the 
Pentagon. 

The sale, which will go forward 
unle ss Gongress moves to bloc k it 
within 30 days, would be only foe 
third gov emmeat -to-gov emiacnt 
arms deal negotiated by the two 
countries. 

The first, involving $98 mil firm 
worth of technology an d 
equipment to mod ernise Chinese 
artifiezy ammunition plants,' was 
approved m the fall of 1985. The 
sec ond, a $550-million 
tra nsa ction involving new avionics 
5 lent for jet fighters, was 


equipnus 


last October. 

The other sales announced an 
Tbeadayabo nmstdear Congress. 

Egypt has been offered 
90-M113 a rm o ur ed personnel 


carriers for 527 million and more- 
than 50,000 155mm Howitzer 
projectiles for $41 million. The 
sales “will not affect the basic 
mffitary balance in foe region” 
the Pentagon said. ' 

Spain, a member of foe North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, has 
been offered 80 Haim missiles, 
and spare parts and 

training s u pport tor $42 million, 
the Pentagon said. The [Harm 
missfle to a type carried by airforce 
and navy jets for use against 
enemy radar installations. 

Spain is also being offered 20 
Harpoon air-to- surface missiles 
and associated spare parts and 
training for $26 mufioa the 
Pentagon said. _ 

Greece another NATO ally, is 
being offered four Phalanx gun, 
sy stems for $56 million. The 
Phalanx is an advanced, 
computer-controlled Gatling gun 
used by the navy to {noted ships 
against low-flymg cruise missiles. 

Turkey, also a member of 
NATO, is being offered spare 
parts worth" 386 million for 
American-made airplanes — foe- 
C-130, F4, F-5, #-100, F-104 
and trainerplanes — already in its 
mventoty, foe Pentagon said. 

Brita in , meanwhile, is being 
offered equipment to upgrade its 
Ocean SmveiDaace Information 
Centre in a deal valued at $24 
mDKon, the Pentagon added. 


Dissidents form new 
party to challenge Gandhi 


NfeW DELHI (AP) — Former 
associates of the late Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi formed a 
new political party Tuesday to 
rhaiiw y the rating Congress 
Party run by Mrs. Gandhf s son. 

“We are the real Congress. 
What Rajiv Gandhi is leading is 
fake. He has cashed in and lived 
on Mrs. Gandhf sgoiy too long,” 
grid S-S. ihfohapatnUa leader of 
the New National Socialist 


The party was created at a 
convention in New Delhi that 
organisers said was attended by 
4,000 delegates across from India. 
Its charter calls for a policy of 
and (equality. - 

Pranab Mukherjee,.- an 
outspoken critic of Rajiv Gandhi, 
was elected head of the new party. 
Mohapatra, general secretary of 
foe Congress Party under .Afrg. 
Gandhi, is on the Steering 
Committee. 

The Congress, which h o lds a 


solid majority in the- Indian 
parliament,' has ruled India tor- 
most of foe years smee the 
country's independence in 1947. 

India Has no Strong national 
opposition party, although 
opposition groups rale in eight of 
India's 23 states. 

Rajiv Gandhi took over as 
prime minister and leader of the 
Congress Party after the Oct 31, 
1984,slayingofhto mother by two 
of her Sikh bodyguards. 

After leading the Congress to a : 
landslide victory ’in federal 
elections two months later, Mr. 
Gandhi began ousting some of his 
late mother’s dose associates. 

Mukherjee, finance minister 
under Mrs. Gandhi, was expelled 
from the Congress last April for 
rebelling against Rajiv Gandhi. 

Speakers at tire convention said 
Mr. Gancmi.was trying to ran the 
Congress without advice from 
expe ri enced political leaden. 
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Statue of Lenin buried 

MOSCOW (R) — An angry Soviet collective farm ri MRT i tfq , 
ordered a statue of Lenin to be buried ma diy touae tosadfr 
had been imposed on him by local aufoonbes, the dafly 
Ko rosomofakay a Fxavda has reported. Zt Qttoted u xtftp eataat 
Chairman AlexandexRodkmov from the “lenm memonar Bam 
at Meshcfaoika, in the Yelets region of central Rnssia, as teffing its 
correspondent: “We didn’t order it or pay for it It was sent by 
ihwn tw Y cl rtu " But tbg bulldozer driver and C ommimis t Party 
Twv°-m hCTtgfcr> 1 wu»h flu* gtafug said die Hi^irinan had used threats 
to force him to do it 

Robbers steal $ 1.36m from van 

NOTTINGHAM. England (AP) — Robbers made off with 
£925,000 ($136 million) after smashing their way into a security 
van in foe northern Rn gKsh city of Nottingham, a security 
company said. Charles Rice, spokesman for Group Foot Total 
Security Ltd., said one of the van’s tinee-man crew suffered minor 
injuries when the v ehicle’ s rear doors rammed open by a truck. 
The three men were making a cash delivery to a branch of the 
National Westminster Bank, he said. Two of the crew were 
already in the bank when the attack occured. Police said four 
maske d robbers, including one with, a handgun, escaped in 
another van. 


Farm horse saves crippled labourer 

PAARL, South Africa (AP) —A crippled farmworker gored by a 
bull was in critical condition at a hospital, but his employer says 
tiie man’s life may have been saved by a saddle horse who kicked 
the attacking animal and drove it away. Chris de VDlieis, owner of 
Bewersfontein Farm near Paari, 50 kilometres north east of Cape 
Town, in die inland wine-and fruit-growing region of Cape 
Province, was quoted by the South African Press Association- 
about the weekend incident It did not specify whether the 
.incident occurred Saturday or Sunday. He said he had taken foe 
rest of his staff to the beach for the day. Goflie Faro, an employee, 
■did not normally work with the stock, had gone to the field to 
bring the cows in for millring, when the bull attacked. “All I can 
figure out is that the bull did not recognise Mr. Faro,” said Mr. De 
VJffiers. The story did not specify Faro’s race. Because he is 
crippled in both feet. Faro could not escape and was knocked 
down and gored. The saddle horse. Ruby, then intervened, 
kicking tire boll until it backed off. 

AIDS claimed 2,139 lives in New York 

NEW YORK (AP) — AIDS claimed 2,139 lives in New York 
CStyin 1986, an increase of more than 800 deaths over last year, 
according to the New York Times. The latest city Health 
Department records show that at least 2.790 new AIDS cases 
were diagnosed in 1986, compared with 2362 in 1985, bringing 
the city’s cumrlative total to 8,681 cases and 4,914 deaths since 
foe disease was first detected in 1981, the Times reported. New 
York Qty*s total cases represent 31 .7 per cent of tire natiotfstojal 
of 29,003, according to the Federal Cratres for Disease Contra in 
; Atlanta. San ftanc i soo has the second greatest number of cases in 
the nation with 2 ,91 2, and Los Angeles is the third with 2^387. Dr. 
Rand Stonebumer, head of foe New York City Health 
Department's AIDS unit, said the figures were not rising as fast as 
they used to. “But foe fact that it’s not a geometric increase 
s houldn’t lull anyone,” he said. “It’s distressing that it continu es 
to increase. We've seen no reversal in the numbered he told the 
Times. Health officials are particularly concerned about tile 
prolonged latency of AIDS. Researchers warn that those who 
carry the AIE)Svtnis may harbour and transmit the virus for years 
without having symptoms. 
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Lon Week’s Cryptograms 

1. There are flew thing* we know of that people eu do, peibopnlxMlly, 
that a computer can’t, bat tMnirfny {, surety one of th—. 

2. Popular poUtkdan fought inexhaustibly to pash passage of party tax 
cat bllL 

8. Porpoise raced tortoise acrooe pool for tidbit— bat shall we gn ea a 
which got there drat? 

4. For some self-made wen, seco nd childhood (a easier than the first. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1.' ARIA LIDST BRIM AT D TL AR8 TBSXI 

GHOST AT BiM S I O CSRHMT 1MT ICTF8 

ARS BN8HSXP AT BNIXS SFSXPTM8 


BHGGP. 


— By Gomde Raacsfcld 
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— By Earl Ireland 

45 Honan 

S. 
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ECPAMOT TKEPTUBOX 

STIR INBOX 

48 So be 4 
47PfcMe 

49 Lite fee 
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E NEAM! 

sum 

48 taftacOon 

00 ftaa mafcaTa 




—By EL Jeaea 

4. 

HEX 

TROUGH PIRGT BOSF 

SZAUTGXS O 


HNOGTKUB TON8XG GXON ZXN ZXBAX. 

— By PUHp F. Ihnww 






